
This Sunday, in the final week of our series, Steve 
shared a challenging message on the vow of partner-
ship: “I promise to partner with God in how I live out 
my singleness/dating/engagement/marriage.”

The writer of Proverbs said: “There are three things 
that are too amazing for me, four that I do not under-
stand: the way of an eagle in the sky, the way of a snake 
on a rock, the way of a ship on the high seas, and the 
way of a man with a young woman. Proverbs 30:19 
(NIV).

We are all so different, with many things about each 
other that we just don’t understand which adds a 
huge amount of mystery to romance, dating, and 
marriage!

We all need supernatural help in the area of living out 
our ‘relationship status’. Our view of God will deter-
mine our approach to dating and marriage – a high 
view of God will impact everything, as will a low view 
of God. We should contend for a view of God – that 
He is high and lofty and majestic and powerful and 
wants to help us. And if that is our view, our view of 
marriage should follow suit.

1. Marriage is designed by God, to bring glory to 
God.
“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I am talking 
about Christ and the church. Ephesians 5:31-32. The 
ultimate goal of marriage is not our happiness - that 
is a by-product - but to bring God glory by reflecting 
Christ’s covenant relationship with His church.

“And therefore the highest meaning and the most 
ultimate purpose of marriage is to put the covenant 
relationship of Christ and his church on display. That 
is why marriage exists. If you are married, that is why 
you are married.” John Piper

2. Marriage is a covenant, not a contract.
A contract is a signed document. A covenant involves 
two parties who make an agreement by:
• blood e.g. custom of cutting or dividing animals 

in two and passing between the parts in ratifying 
a covenant (Genesis 15:9-10)

• exchange of items e.g. Jonathan gave David his 
belt and cloak (1 Samuel 18:3-4)

In the same way, marriage is a covenant between a 
husband and wife, signified in western culture by the 
joining of right hands and exchange of rings. The 
moment of those vows is very sacred and celebrated 
in the presence of God, family and friends. Children 
born as part of this union - into the circle of the cove-
nant fruitfulness is born. 

3. Covenant is meant to be “til death do us part”
I <<insert name>> take you <<insert name>> to be 
my wife, to have and to hold, to love and to cherish, 
from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer or 
poorer, in sickness and in health, til death do us part.

Falling out of love is not a reason for divorce any 
more than running out of petrol is a reason for get-
ting rid of your car. Fill the tank up! In Matthew 19:1-
11 Jesus speaks around divorce - the only ‘allowance’ is 
if your spouse breaks covenant by committing adultery. 
Irreconcilable differences is not a reason for divorce. 
Marriage is a lofty vow in the eyes of God, and we 
should do whatever it takes to keep those vows ‘til 
death us do part.

It follows, therefore, that the way a Christ follower 
approaches a relationship is really important. 

Dating is about finding someone that you are willing 
to spend the rest of your life with. 

7 questions to ask when dating: 
1. What is their character really like? God speaks 

very clearly against being unequally yoked.
2. What are they like under pressure? It’s important 

to look not only at their actions but also their 
reactions.

3. What is their extended family like? You’re mar-
rying into much more than what’s just in front of 
you.

4. What is their past? Be honest with each other 
and get to know the history of the person you’re 
dating, and potentially marrying.

5. Am I eager to spend the rest of my life building a 
relationship with this person? If after answering 
the questions above the answer is yes, get engaged 
and get married. If no, be honest and exit the 
relationship honourably.

6. What do godly advisors think? Feelings should 
NOT be the final decider - seek external input 
and perspective from wise, caring, godly advisors.

7. Why is it worth waiting for marriage before 
getting physical? If you are going to get married, 
you’ve got the rest of your life ahead of you so 
wait until you’re married. If not, consider the fact 
that you’re getting physical with someone else’s 
future spouse.

No matter what your relationship status, you cannot 
change your past, but you can make choices that will 
impact your future for the better. We are all loved by 
a God who is for us, who offers us grace and forgive-
ness for our mistakes. So do not fear, for I am with 
you;  do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you;  I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10



discussion QUESTIONS
VOW No. 4 - The Vow of Partnership: 
“I promise to partner with God in how I live out my singleness/dating/engagement/marriage.”

Icebreaker (choose one): 
• If you’re in a relationship, how are you opposites, and how are you similar?
• Describe a time when you joined a club or signed a contract only to wish that you could have a “do-over”. 

Questions for Groups (choose 2 or 3):
1. What did you find to be the biggest takeaway from Sunday’s message? And what did you find to be the 

most challenging part of the message?
2. Steve said, “Marriage is a covenant, not a contract.” How would you describe the differences between the 

two?
3. Read Matthew 19:5-6. Why do you think God makes marriage such a big deal? What purposes does it 

serve?
4. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. This is a challenging verse regardless of your relational status. Which things 

on this list are you good at, and which need work? What action steps can you take to improve?
5. Statistics tell us that the divorce rate for couples who live together first is much higher than for couples 

who do not live together first. Why do you think this is so?        

PRAYER POINT

action POINT

Pray that God would help us always to pursue godly relationships. Ask the Holy Spirit, give us the strength to 
love the way that Jesus loves us, and to teach us to lay down ourselves as godly partners.

• Write down three ways you could be more of a servant in your most important relationships.
• If you’re married, have a conversation about your ideals for partnership.


