
There are two intriguing topics covered in Matthew 12. 
Last week we looked at the Pharisees and what Jesus 
taught about the Sabbath. This week we covered the 
second of those topics: a sin that cannot be forgiven.
Please read Matthew 12:22-32 for background context 
to this message.

In Matthew 12:22 we read that they bought a de-
mon-possessed man (who was blind and mute) to Je-
sus. And Jesus healed this man so he could both speak 
and see. The original Greek word for “demon-pos-
sessed” – daimonizomai – is used 13 times in the New 
Testament. It is better translated as demonized, op-
pressed by a demon whereas possessed implies ‘owner-
ship’ i.e. Then they brought him a [daimonizomai] man 
who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that 
he could both talk and see. 

The visible ailment that this man had was that he 
couldn’t see or speak, but the cause of his ailment was 
spiritual i.e. Demonic oppression made this man blind 
and mute – no one argues about that in the story. It was 
agreed. (Note: not all sickness are attributed to demonic 
activity in the Bible, but this one was)

Demons, although the Bible doesn’t explicitly make the 
connection, are implicated as fallen angels. Verses in 
Isaiah 14 and Revelation 12 seem to indicate that the 
devil himself was an angel who lead a rebellion in heav-
en and was cast out with a third of the angels.
Demons there have power, they are deceptive (mas-
querade as an angel of light 2 Cor 11:14), and actively 
seek to bring damage into this world. We see this all the 
way from Genesis 3 where the serpent tempts Adam 
and Eve. 

For a moment, close your eyes and shut your mouth. 
Use your imagination and consider what it would 
be like to live your whole life being blind and mute. 
Unable to be helped by medical profession, beyond the 
control of any person.

So, we are dealing with two levels here the obvious, vis-
ible physical ailment, and the invisible, spiritual cause 
of where he’s at. 

They brought this man to Jesus - into the presence of 
the King. However, the KING was also in disguise! 
(Incidentally, the demons know He is the King! In the 
story of Legion the demons cry out in fear: “don’t tor-
ture us”). We aren’t told what Jesus said, but we are told 
the result of all of this – that the man could both talk 
and see.

There are two responses to this miracle healing:
1. The Crowd (verse 23): - All the people were aston-

ished and said, ‘Could this be the Son of David?’
2. The Pharisees (verse 24): But when the Pharisees 

heard this, they said, ‘It is only by Beelzebul, the 
prince of demons, that this fellow drives out de-
mons.’

Wow! After all of that there was no praise, no joy, no 
celebration, just an accusation of the very worst kind: 
This man, Jesus, is using the power of Satan to achieve 
all these things. He is a devil-worshipper.

Jesus answers them with three questions:
1. If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against 

himself. How then can his kingdom stand? Matthew 
12:26

2. And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom 
do your people drive them out? So then, they will 
be your judges. But if it is by the Spirit of God that I 
drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 
upon you. Matthew 12:27-28

3. ‘Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s 
house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties 
up the strong man? Then he can plunder his house.’ 
Matthew 12:29

Then He says this: And so I tell you, every kind of sin 
and slander can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the 
Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word 
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who 
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either 
in this age or in the age to come. Matthew 12:31-32

 WHAT IS THE UNFORGIVABLE SIN AND HOW 
DO I KNOW IF I HAVE COMMITTED IT?
This is a difficult verse! It seems that Jesus is distin-
guishing between categories of sin. Blasphemy = 
extreme slander. To understand it we have to look at to 
the context. He is speaking directly to the Pharisees in 
response to their accusation of Him. The Pharisees:
• Had clear knowledge of Who Christ is and the 

power of the Holy Spirit working through Him.
• Showed a wilful rejection of the facts about Christ 

that they knew to be true
• Slanderously attributed the work of the Holy Spirit 

in Christ to the power of Satan.

Definition of the unforgivable sin: “Not in doubting the 
truth, or in a sinful denial of it but in a contradiction of 
it that goes contrary to the conviction of the mind, to 
the illumination of the conscience, and even to the ver-



dict of the heart.” (Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p253)

This might help you clarify the question: How do I 
know if I have committed it? If you are asking question, 
you haven’t! If you are troubled by it, it means that the 
Holy Spirit is still at work in your life.

“The fact that the unpardonable sin involves such ex-
treme hardness of heart and lack of repentance indi-
cates that those who fear that they have committed it, 
yet still have sorrow for sin in their heart and a desire 
to seek after God, certainly do not fall in the category of 
those who are guilty of it.” Wayne Grudem (Systematic 
Theology p509)

WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT JESUS CHRIST?
1. He offers forgiveness for every other sin
Let’s not miss the point: “every kind of sin and slan-
der can be forgiven”. The darkest stains can be washed 
clean. All we need is humility, grace and repentance to 
receive forgiveness. Sometimes to appreciate this truth 
we need to imagine how it would be if the opposite was 
true! Imagine if all our sins were held against us! 

2. He came to destroy the works of the devil
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
devil’s work. 1 John 3:8
Let’s go back in our imagination to the blind and mute 
man in the story. The devil likes to blind people from 
seeing the truth and speaking the truth! When he lies, 
he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies. John 8:44. The devil is out to plant lies in 
our thoughts which eventually become our truth. We 
become “blind” and “mute” to the truth because we 
believe those lies to be true.
Some examples of lies that we believe:
• I don’t matter to God

• I can never change
• I will never: have a happy marriage... be a good 

parent... get out of debt... etc.
• I will probably get cancer like my dad or his dad
• Bad things always happen to me
• God won’t mind if you disobey Him (the lie told to 

Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden)
• Lies about sexual immorality, occult practices, se-

ances, sangomas, fortune tellers, horror movies....

Jesus Christ helps to set us free from these lies and 
believe the Truth.

3. There is no room for neutrality
‘Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does 
not gather with me scatters.’ Matt 12:30.
There are two kingdoms: that of this world and that of 
Light. Every human being is one or the other.
There are two kings (opposing forces and unequal 
power): a fallen angel vs the God of love and Saviour of 
the world (King of king, Lord of lords, Who has ALL 
power!) 

The lies that exist in the kingdom of the world have so 
many different shades e.g. “all roads lead to God”. The 
devil doesn’t only masquerade as satanism, he mas-
querades behind the lies he leads us to believe. 

The God of love calls us out from this kingdom of the 
world because He knows that it’s a battle between an 
end in destruction vs an end of eternal life. And be-
cause He’s the King, He sees it much more clearly than 
those in either of the kingdoms. 

There is only one winner  in the end (and He’s already 
won), Jesus Christ!

discussion QUESTIONS

1. What has been your biggest highlight and lowlight of the past 7 days?
2. The Bible speaks a lot about the power of our words. Can you think of a recent time when someone’s 

words really encouraged you? What happened?
3. As a child growing up what was your perception of the tone of words in your home i.e. loud, gentle, hu-

mourous, cutting, uplifting, angry, happy, silent etc?
4. Please read these verses: Proverbs 18:21; Colossians 4:6; James 4:9-10. What do you find most helpful or 

most challenging from these verses?
5. Are there any situations that you are currently trying to find the right words/things to say? 
6. And are there any situations that you need to go and apologise for words that you have said? Spend some 

time sharing them and praying for wisdom for these situations.


