
Isaiah is the third longest book in the Bible (after 
Jeremiah and Psalms). The book is divided into two 
distinct parts: chapters 1-39 and chapters 40-66. Inter-
estingly, our Bible is arranged with 39 books in the Old 
Testament and 27 books in the New Testament. The 
first section of Isaiah (chapters 1-39) summarises the 
message of the Old Testament, and the remaining 27 
chapters (40-66) summarise the message of the New 
Testament...700 years before it happened! Both Jesus 
and Paul quote more from Isaiah than any other Old 
Testament book. 

The words are written by a man, named Isaiah (his 
name means “God saves”). We don’t know much about 
his personal life – apparently, he grew up in Jerusalem 
and was of noble birth, possibly even royal blood. He 
was married and had at least two sons. His ministry 
spanned a few decades during the reign of five suc-
cessive kings of Judah. The 5th of those kings was a 
very wicked king, named Manasseh, who commanded 
Isaiah not to prophesy anymore. 

During this series, we will not cover the full text of the 
book of Isaiah, but we will examine four key chapters: 
6, 9, 40 and 53 and glean knowledge from them. 

This Sunday, Steve shared a message focused on the text 
in Isaiah 6:1-8 where we see Isaiah’s comprehension of 
the Holiness of God, his cleansing from his sin, and his 
commissioning to his prophetic ministry:

1. A vision of God. 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high 
and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe 
filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six 
wings: with two wings they covered their faces, with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 
And they were calling to one another: ‘Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds 
shook and the temple was filled with smoke. Isaiah 6:1-4
Here we see that God is:
• High and exalted – He’s higher than everything else 

in the world
• Enthroned – He reigns regardless of earthly kings 

that come and go
• Holy - morally perfect, infinite in His perfections, 

completely pure

2. Isaiah’s response: “I am ruined.”
‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of un-
clean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and 
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.’ Isaiah 

6:5.
Isaiah uses very strong prophetic language (“Woe to…” 
was usually used in warning to towns/cities). Why does 
he see himself as ruined? He knew that one could not 
see God and live (In Exodus 33:20 God says to Moses: 
“you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and 
live.”). So Isaiah’s instinctive response is that he’s “ru-
ined” (he’s going to die). 

Do we have a picture of God so big that it dominates 
and adjusts the course of our lives? That we are ruined 
if we don’t have divine help? Or is our view of ourselves 
so big that it dwarfs our revelation of God?  

3. The Live Coal
What follows Isaiah saying he’s ruined is an act of 
extreme kindness from God: Then one of the seraphim 
flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my 
mouth and said, ‘See, this has touched your lips; your 
guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.’ Isaiah 6:6-7.

To ‘atone’ means to be made ‘at one’ with God. In the 
whole of the Bible up to that point, dead animals were 
used for atonement. This was not how sin was atoned 
for! Something had to die. Unclean made other things 
unclean. Uncleanness could contaminate by touch. In 
theory, the coal should have become contaminated but 
instead, Isaiah became clean.  Nothing in Old Testa-
ment law could explain this.

What did this mean? 700 years later in the New Tes-
tament, we see    Jesus Christ who touched a leper... a 
dead person... a woman with the issue of blood... All of 
these were ritually ‘unclean’ states. And instead of their 
uncleanness contaminating Him, they were all changed 
and healed! 

That live coal 700 years earlier was a symbol of Jesus 
Christ.

When we come to faith in Christ, that’s what He does 
for us. He takes away our guilt. He doesn’t just burn us 
up; He brings the cleansing process into our lives. But, 
you can only welcome it if you realise that you’re sinful 
and without God’s help, you’re ruined.
    
4. The Big Question
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall 
I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. 
Send me!’ Isaiah 6:8

Isaiah’s response to the question is a radical change 



from his initial response: “I’m ruined”.
Having realised how sinful and weak he is, how incred-
ibly great God is, having experienced the mercy of God, 
Isaiah realises he’s nothing without God and says “here 
am I, send me.” Not because he has anything to offer, 
but because God chooses to send him.

Isaiah had no idea of what would come from his 
response. His was a difficult ministry which spanned 
decades of telling the kings, the nation and the nations 
that God was HOLY and that they needed to turn to 
Him. 

He had no idea that 700 years later, the “Live Coal” 
that takes away the sin of the world, would walk into a 
synagogue, ask for the scroll of Isaiah, and turn to the 
part that we now know as Isaiah 61 and read: The Spirit 

of the Lord is on me,  because he has anointed me to pro-
claim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners  and recovery of sight for the 
blind, to set the oppressed free,  to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour.’

And then say: “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.” Luke 14:21

Today, God is still asking the question: Whom shall I 
send? Who will go for us? What is your answer? We 
have no idea of the eternal impact we can have on 
neighbours and nations by saying “here I am, send me”.    

discussion QUESTIONS

PRAYER MOMENT

1. What was your No. 1 takeaway from the Sunday services?

On Sunday we started a series called 700 BC exploring the book of Isaiah. In our Sunday series, we are look-
ing at four chapters in particular - 6, 9, 40 & 53. This week in our life groups we are going to look at Isaiah 
43:16-21.

2. In verses 16-17 a reference is made to the miracle of the parting of the Red Sea and in Israel’s exodus from 
Egypt (Exodus 14). What miracles has God done for you in your life, or people that you know? What 
impact did this have on your faith? Why does this passage start with these words?

3. What do you think God means in verses 18-19 “forget the former things, do not dwell on the past…”?

4. These verses speak about God’s plans to do a new thing - to make streams in the desert. In what areas of 
your life do you feel God is doing something new? What “desert areas” are being renewed? Please share.

5. One of the ways God encourages His people is by using us to give them a prophetic word or word of in-
sight. When you look around at the others in your group - what words of encouragement do you have for 
one of them? Do you have something that you can thank someone else for? Or recognise something that 
God is doing in their life? Take some time as a group to speak those things out.

Spend some time praying for the new things that God is doing for people in the group. Also, pray for physical 
healing if you would like to.


