
This Sunday, Steve preached a message from 2 Kings, 
chapter 5. The characters in the story include Elisha, a 
prophet of God; an Israelite girl kidnapped from her 
home to serve as a slave; and Naaman - a high ranking 
commander in the Syrian army.

Naaman had a lot going for him - he was described as a 
“mighty man of valour”, well respected by his king and 
he was very wealthy. But Naaman had an incurable skin 
condition called leprosy.

Aram (now Syria) was north-east of Israel. The two 
nations were rarely on friendly terms. Aram frequently 
conducted raids on Israel and Israelite captives were often 
taken back to Aram after a successful raid. Naaman’s ser-
vant girl was an Israelite, kidnapped from her home and 
family. The servant girl said to her mistress: ‘If only my 
master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would 
cure him of his leprosy.’ (2 Kings 5:3). Leprosy was incur-
able. Naaman knew that. You can imagine his surprise 
then when he heard from a slave girl that she knew some-
one who could cure the incurable! So Naaman went to the 
king and told him what the slave girl had said. The King of 
Aram told Naaman to go and see Elisha and sent with him 
a letter to the king of Israel. Naaman also took gifts with 
him: ten talents of silver (value R2,5 million), six thousand 
shekels of gold (value R40 million) and ten sets of clothing. 
The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: ‘With this 
letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you 
may cure him of his leprosy.’ 2 Kings 5:5-6.

When Naaman arrived in Israel and presented the letter to 
the king, the king of Israel thought that the king of Aram 
was trying to pick a fight with him: he tore his robes and 
said, ‘Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does 
this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? 
See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!’ 2 Kings 
5:7. When Elisha heard this, he sent a message saying that 
Naaman should come to him. 

Naaman went to Elisha’s house, expecting Elisha to come 
out and heal him but Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, 
‘Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh 
will be restored and you will be cleansed.’ 2 Kings 5:10. 
Naaman thought that there would surely be some special 
ceremony or event for someone of his standing. Naaman 
was very angry and left saying: ‘I thought that he would 
surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of 
the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me 
of my leprosy.  Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I 
wash in them and be cleansed?’ So he turned and went off 
in a rage. 2 Kings 5:11-12. Naaman was offended because 
he was willing to ‘do some great thing’, but he didn’t want 
to humble himself and simply wash in a river. 

Thankfully Naaman listened to the advice of his servant 
and ‘went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven 
times.’ And in doing so, he found instant healing for both 
his body and his heart. So he went down and dipped him-
self in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told 
him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that 
of a young boy. 2 Kings 5:14.

Naaman and his servants went back to Elisha: He stood 
before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in 
all the world except in Israel. So please accept a gift from 
your servant.’ The prophet answered, ‘As surely as the Lord 
lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.’ And even 
though Naaman urged him, he refused. ‘If you will not,’ 
said Naaman, ‘please let me, your servant, be given as 
much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant 
will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any 
other god but the Lord. 2 Kings 5:15-17. Here we see the 
response of Naaman after his healing. He finally sees that 
the God of Israel is the only true God in the entire world. 
He also felt that he should, in some way, pay for the heal-
ing he had just received, and offered Elisha a gift. Elisha 
was adamant, however… ‘I will not accept a thing!’ The 
blessings of God are not for sale. 

God is at work. God has done so many things with us as 
a church. His love for us is so great; He wants to fix us up, 
cleanse us, bring us into His kingdom, change our hearts 
and use us for His glory.

 There are two lessons for us in the story of Elisha in 2 
Kings, chapter 5:

1. Lesson from the general
Naaman was a general who could beat whole armies, but 
could not overcome this health problem. His name means 
pleasant or gracious.  However, he was a leper.  A leper 
was considered unclean, disfigured, loathsome.

Naaman did one thing well and one thing poorly:
• WELL – he was willing to take advice - even from 

one of their servants - and to do what it took (he must 
have been pretty desperate, and the journey proba-
bly took a few days by horse and foot. Many people 
bemoan where they are at without being willing to do 
something about it. Naaman teaches us to take action!

• POORLY – he got offended, and as a result, he very 
nearly lost his miracle! ‘I thought that he would surely 
come out to me and stand and call on the name of the 
Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me 
of my leprosy … So he turned and went off in a rage. 2 
Kings 5:11-12.

When we get offended we build a ‘fence’. A brother offend-
ed is more unyielding than a strong city, and quarrelling is 
like the bars of a castle. Proverbs 18:19 (ESV). 

The two primary causes of offence are: 
• Unmet expectations 
• Unrealistic standards 

Offence comes at odd times, and it usually comes un-
expectedly! Offence causes us to deny, refuse, and then 
distance ourselves from that which is causing us pain. The 
effects of offence can be long-lasting and devastating.

Often our greatest challenge is overcoming offence 
towards God because we expected Him to do things in a 
certain way for us. In Mark 6:3 we read how the people 
of Nazareth are offended when Jesus visits His hometown 
and he could do very few miracles there: Isn’t this the 
carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, 



discussion QUESTIONS

PRAYER PROMPTS

1. Icebreaker: Can you think of a humorous time when you “put your foot in your mouth” that created an awk-
ward moment, e.g. on a date, job interview, etc.

2. On Sunday Steve addressed the subject of dealing with offences. Would you say that you are easy or difficult 
to offend? Why? And when you do get offended, how do you typically respond - do you tend to express your 
frustration or hold it in?

3. On Sunday we learned that when we are offended, we put up a ‘fence’ which gets in the way of us living out the 
purpose God has for us. Can you think of a time when offence kept you from living with joy and purpose?

4. Proverbs 19:11 says “A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offence.” What does 
this verse mean to you?

5. On Sunday we heard that to take down ‘fences’ we need to:  Take Responsibility, Repent & Repair. Can you 
think of a time when you did this well? And are there any current fences up that you need to deal with?

6. Looking Out: Who are you going to invite to the Angus Buchan service this Sunday (9 am)?

1. 1. Pray that God would help all of us be less offendable.
2. 2. Pray for this Sunday morning with Angus - that many people would be saved, experience healing, and that 

our guests would say “yes” to coming along with us!

Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?’ 
And they took offence at him. 
 
Fences are bad news! Naaman nearly left with leprosy, a 
wasted trip and returned with all his gifts and a lot of an-
ger (the heaviest load of all). His miracle lay on the other 
side of the ‘fence’!

Dealing with fences:
1. Take Responsibility for the fence - if we put the fence 

up, we need to take it down. When you become aware 
of yourself putting up a fence, a good question to ask 
is: “what is really going on in here?”

2. Repent
3. Repair where possible. If it is possible, as far as it 

depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Romans 
12:18

2. Lesson from the slave girl
She was taken captive, but she was free on the inside. The 
slave girl had every excuse to put up some fences, but in-

stead, she chose to use her circumstances to build bridges. 
Ultimately building a bridge that led Naaman to find his 
way to a relationship with God!
We don’t know the slave girl’s name, but she ends up be-
coming part of a double miracle:
1. Naaman’s physical healing
2. Naaman’s spiritual healing

Imagine her joy when Naaman came home with two 
mules laden with earth to build an altar, and he makes 
sacrifices only to the Lord!

This girl challenges us. We need to look for where we have 
built fences and pull them down; and we need to look 
for opportunities to build bridges. With Angus Buchan 
preaching at CityHill next Sunday morning, we have the 
perfect opportunity to build bridges this week by inviting 
friends and family while we trust God for great things!


