
This Sunday morning Angus Buchan shared an inspiring 
message on faith. What is faith? Now faith is confidence in 
what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 
Hebrews 11:1.

Faith has feet; it’s a “doing word”, it’s not just talking, but 
taking action. Angus referenced Christ’s healing of a man 
that had a withered hand, on the sabbath day: And He 
entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who had 
a withered hand. So they watched Him closely, whether He 
would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse 
Him. And He said to the man who had the withered hand, 
“Step forward.” Then He said to them, “Is it lawful on the 
Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But 
they kept silent. And when He had looked around at them 
with anger, being grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He 
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it 
out, and his hand was restored as whole as the other. Mark 
3:1-5 (NKJV). No matter which translation of the Bible 
we reference, we see that Jesus asks the man with the man 
with the withered hand had to take a step of faith, to take 
action (Mark 3:3):
• “Step forward.” (NKJV)
• “Come here.”(ESV)
• “Stand forth.”(KJV)
• “Come and stand in front of everyone.”(NLT)

God is not looking for “lukewarm” Christians: So, because 
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you 
out of my mouth. Revelation 3:16. He wants Christ-follow-
ers who will step out in faith. Jesus was not intimidated by 
the Pharisees who were waiting to catch Him “breaking 
the law”. Neither did the man with the withered hand let 
that stand in the way of receiving his miracle.

Faith does not work without obedience. We have to walk 
the talk. And Samuel said, “Has the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen 
than the fat of rams.1 Samuel 15:22. Angus shared his 
testimony of faith and obedience related to the “It’s Time” 
meeting in Mitchell’s Plein earlier this year...

During one of Angus’s quiet times at the end of 2017, the 
Lord impressed very strongly on his heart to go to Mitch-
ells Plein to do an “It’s Time” prayer event and outreach. 
God put a tremendous burden on his heart for the lost 
and for those who are down in spirit and in heart, for 
those who are caught up in gangsterism and in the sense-
less disregard for human life that is a daily occurrence on 
the Cape Flats. 

Angus faced a huge media backlash after his words “God 
is unhappy with Cape Town” were misquoted in the me-
dia to “God is angry with Cape Town”. But he continued 
in faith and obedience to what God had called him to do, 
and despite the naysayers, on the 24th of March 2018, 
160,000 people gathered at the Swartklip Sports Ground 
in Mitchells Plain. The peace of God was tangible at the 
venue and on the surrounding streets which are notori-
ous for gang violence. People had predicted there would 
be trouble as there had been at other events at the same 
venue, but there was peace.

In one of many signs of God’s goodness and favour on 
the day, soft rain began to fall as the crowd started to 
worship. During the prayer meeting, Angus called on the 
gang leaders present to come to the front to “exchange 
that gun for a Bible”.  Eventually, one man came forward...
then another...and another until about a dozen men - all 
of the gang leaders - stood in front of him. Angus told 
these men that Lord had impressed on him that the gang 
leaders were leaders — they were just going in the wrong 
direction — and that He wanted to use them in His king-
dom. Angus then went on to give away his stetson, his 
checked shirt, his jacket, his boots, and his Bible to these 
men. The man who received the Bible could not read it, 
but his girlfriend starting reading the Bible to him and he 
is now going to Bible college! In the months that followed 
this prayer meeting, heavy rains have fallen in Cape Town, 
bringing relief to the drought-stricken area.

Sometimes stepping out of the boat in faith may feel like 
you landed in “hot water” - you may even doubt whether 
you heard God correctly - but He is always in your corner!



discussion QUESTIONS

1. We’ve had a great start to the week with Angus Buchan’s visit on Sunday morning and the first session of the 
Parenting course on Monday evening. Were you at either of these events? What was your biggest takeaway?

2. On Sunday Angus referenced the story of Daniel. Before we dive into his story - do you have any examples of 
people who have suffered for doing the right thing (including yourself)? If you have ever suffered for doing the 
right thing, tell the group what helped you through the experience.

Please read Daniel 6:1-5; 10-23. (Note to group leaders: it would help for you to read the whole of Daniel 6 before-
hand to get the full context of the story.) 
3. What things about this story impact you the most?
4. Daniel was threatened with death if he prayed to God and he did it anyway. If you were threatened with death/

torture for being a Christian, how would you respond?
5. Many Christian believers around the world are currently being persecuted for their faith (eg in China, Egypt, 

Midde East, Pakistan and many more). Take a few minutes to pray for them right now. 
6. This story gives 4 outstanding attributes of Daniel’s life:
• an excellent spirit was in him (6:3)
• he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him (6:4)
• he was found blameless before the king (6:22)
• he trusted in his God (6:23)
       In what ways does this challenge you or inspire you?
7. Are you facing any major trials at present? What lessons about faith can you learn from Daniel?

PRAYER PROMPT

Break into smaller groups (ladies with ladies, and men with men) to spend some time praying for each other with 
regard to the things listed in question 7 above.


