
This Sunday, Joseph Fa’afiu (Lead Pastor: The Gate 
Church, Auckland, New Zealand) shared an encouraging 
message based on the three parables in Luke 15:
 • The parable of the lost sheep
 • The parable of the lost coin
 • The parable of the lost son

In the parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:1-7), we see how 
the Shepherd goes in search of the one lost sheep. We of-
ten find ourselves in a place like the lost sheep - distracted 
by something - ‘green grass’ - along the path, and before 
long we are separated from the rest of the ‘herd’. But the 
good news is that the Shepherd - the Father - is coming 
back for us!

The parable of the lost coin (Luke 15:8-10) tells of a wom-
an who loses one of her ten coins, and she lights a lamp 
and sweeps her house, searching until she rejoices when 
finding her lost coin. Sometimes we don’t understand 
the value of our lives, but we are validated by Christ. His 
image is imprinted on our lives. People who are distracted 
and lost in ‘dark places’ still have value to God.

In the parable of the lost son (Luke 15:11-32), we read 
of a son who takes his inheritance, leaves his father, and 
travels to a far-off country. Sometimes it’s not distance 
that separates us from God, but disobedience. What’s your 
‘far off country’?

Three things we can learn from the parable of the lost 
son
In this story, the son squanders his inheritance and finds 
himself alone, hungry and taking care of pigs. He comes 
to his senses and realises that even his father’s servants 
live a better life than this. So he humbles himself and 
returns home, seeking to reconcile his relationship with 
his father - even if he has to work as one of his father’s ser-
vants. When he is still a distance down the road from his 
home, his father sees him and says to his servants:“Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet.” Luke 15:22.

1. The robe represents identity
Identity was put on the son by the father. Your validation 
is not based on social media likes or what others say about 
you; your security should be in what Jesus says about you. 
You will only find value in Him - The Way. The Truth. The 
Life. In Him we are:

 • A new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)
 • Free from condemnation (Romans 8:1)
 • A friend of God (John 15:15)
 • Chosen by Him (1 Peter 2:9)
 • Co-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17)
 • Redeemed (Hebrews 9:12)
 • Free (John 8:36)

2. The ring represents authority
Through our relationship with Christ, we have authority. 
It is not based on our ability, but in Christ’s victory. We 
need to stop trying so hard to please God - He’s already 
pleased with us. But He wants more for us!

Scriptures on the authority we have in Christ:
 • Hebrews 2:8
 • Luke 10:18
 • 2 Corinthians 10:4
 • Revelation 12:11
 • Romans 8:37
 • Isaiah 54:17
 • 2 Kings 6:36

3. The sandals represent our destiny
Destiny is not in your history but His victory. We need to 
keep moving forward - our destiny is in front of us. Too 
many of us back away from our destiny. It’s important 
to have people beside you - to be part of a community - 
encouraging you to move onwards to everything God has 
for you. God is calling everyone to great things; no one is 
left out!

It is really important that we don’t become like the older 
brother in the story of the lost son. The Pharisees were 
like the older brother - they started out well but got stuck 
in tradition. We can become like the Pharisees in our 
hearts - stuck in tradition - self-righteous, living by rules 
and not by relationship. Change is hard, but change needs 
to happen. Change starts in our hearts. It’s time for us to 
have honest conversations with God. We need to ask Him 
to search our hearts and show us where we’ve become like 
the older brother.



discussion QUESTIONS

Icebreaker: What is the most valuable thing you have ever lost, but then found? Describe how you felt, firstly when 
it was lost, and then when you found it. 

Read the parable of the lost son in Luke 15:11-31. 
1. What does this story teach us about God (the father)? (v20-22, 31-32)

2. In v17-21 we read about the prodigal son’s change of heart, his humility and his apology (repentance) to his 
father. Why are these things so important in our relationship with God? 

3. In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus taught us to pray “forgive us our sins as we forgive them that sin against us.” Is this a 
spiritual discipline that you practice? Explain.

4. There are two sons in this parable - one who has a difficult time receiving forgiveness and one who has a hard 
time forgiving others. Which of the two sons do you relate to the most? Why?

5. In the previous parable (v8-10 – the parable of the lost coin) Jesus highlights that searching for a lost treasure 
often requires diligence and persistence. How much effort do you put toward helping other people find their 
way back to God?

6. Do you have any stories to share of people who have recently found their way back to God?

action step

Take a moment to think of the people in your life that might be far from God. Commit to pray for them, commit 
to including them in your life in a welcoming way, and commit to inviting them to church where they can hear the 
good news of God’s love for them and the adventure awaiting them if they choose to follow Christ. 


