
If there is a Divine Being that controls the whole world 
including you and I – surely we should try and figure out 
as much as we can about what that Being is like. And we 
all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, 
are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 2 
Corinthians 3:18.

What God is really like should be a topic that occupies 
our thoughts, but we will never fully know what He is like 
because He is not like anything we know! Thankfully, He 
wants us to get to know him and so gives us His Spirit 
and His Word to help us. If you are looking for addition-
al resources on knowing God, we can recommend the 
following two books:
 • Knowing God by JI Packer
 • The Knowledge of the Holy by AW Tozer 

Last week, we covered the topic, God is All-Powerful. This 
Sunday, we looked at two more attributes: God is Tran-
scendent and Immanent.
• Transcendent = God exists outside of space and time.
• Immanent = God is present and working within space 

and time. (Not to be confused with imminent, i.e. 
about to happen, e.g. the arrival of our baby is immi-
nent.)

These two attributes are intertwined. God is both separate 
from, and yet involved with, creation. If we separate these 
attributes too far from one another they become: 
• Deism, which holds that God is distinct from His cre-

ation but denies that He plays an active role in it, e.g. 
He is a clockmaker that wound up the clock and lets it 
run without any active intervention. 

• Pantheism, which holds that everything is God or is a 
part of God, making Him equal with His creation and 
unable to act upon it. 

Transcendent 
Isaiah quotes God in Isaiah 55:9: ‘As the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. Here God is using 
a height comparison to try to show us what He is like. A 
couple of chapters later, Isaiah introduces God (who is 
about to speak): For thus says the One who is high and lift-
ed up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell 
in the high and holy place … Isaiah 57:15 (ESV). Again a 
height comparison is used. The message translation puts it 
like this: A Message from the high and towering God,  who 
lives in Eternity, whose name is Holy: “I live in the high and 
holy places … Isaiah 57:15 (Message).

A.W. Tozer says: “When we speak of God as transcendent, 
we mean of course that He is exalted far above the created 
universe, so far above that human thought cannot imag-
ine it.” 

Whatever we imagine “transcendent” to mean, God is 
even higher than that!

Last week we spoke about the Milky Way galaxy which 
measures 100 000 light years across and has at least 100 
billion stars! The visible universe measures 14 billion light 
years across, and the number of stars in the visible uni-
verse is more than all the grains of sand on the seashores 

of the world. God exists outside of time and space, outside 
of all of this. He is transcendent!

 Transcendent is not just far above in terms of height and 
space but in terms of quality of being. God exists outside 
of all power and authority – human, angelic, demonic, 
atomic, universal power – He is “far above.”. … He raised 
Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power 
and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only 
in the present age but also in the one to come. Ephesians 
1:19-21.

If we compare a caterpillar to an archangel in terms of 
quality of being, there is a huge difference! But God as 
infinitely better to the caterpillar as He is to an archangel. 
He is majestically unique and splendid and incomprehen-
sible. He is utterly transcendent.

So what does this mean to us? We should be people who 
Fear God – reverently and with awe.

Throughout the Bible we see great characters who inter-
acted with the Transcendent God: 
• Moses took off his sandals when he encountered God 

in the burning bush 
• At mount Mt Sinai the people of the Nation of Israel 

trembled
• Isaiah said: Woe to me! I am ruined … for I have seen 

the Lord Almighty (Isaiah 6)
• Peter fell at Jesus’ knees and said: ‘Go away from me, 

Lord; I am a sinful man!’ (Luke 5:8)
• John says in  Revelation 1:17: When I saw him, I fell at 

his feet as though dead.

Hebrews 12:28-29 gives us an appropriate response for 
us creatures before God: Therefore, since we are receiving 
a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and 
so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our 
‘God is a consuming fire.’ 

Immanent
God is present and working within space and time. In 
other words, He is Personal. We see this is throughout the 
Bible. When looking at the Transcendent God, we referred 
to the scripture in Isaiah 57:15 (ESV): For thus says the 
One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place … 
But look what comes next! 
...and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite.

The attributes of Transcendence and Immanence are so 
closely interwoven.

We see how deeply personal He is throughout the Bible. 
There you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a fa-
ther carries his son, all the way you went until you reached 
this place.’  Deuteronomy 1:31.

… they will call him Immanuel - which means “God with 
us.”   Matthew 1:23. Imagine how amazing that message 
must have been to the angel messenger!



discussion QUESTIONS

Icebreaker: What season do you feel you are in spiritually right now (spring with new growth, summer with 
strong, consistent growth, fall and reaping a harvest, or winter with hope for a thaw, but things very still and quiet 
for now)?

1. The Psalmist in Psalm 90:2 states God is from “everlasting to everlasting”. Everlasting means from eternity, 
continuing, always... How does faith in the One True God change or get solidified by this truth?

2. Read Romans 1:20. Why does God want us to look at creation to learn about Him? Why can’t we just use our 
reason and logic and figure it out on our own? 

3. Read Isaiah 66:1-2; Acts 17:24; Isaiah 55:8-9; 1 Kings 8:27; Colossians 1:17. What do these word pictures tell 
us about God and His transcendence?

4. Share the difference in how you feel reading Isaiah 40:11 versus Isaiah 40: 12-26. Why does it evoke different 
emotions, do you think?

5. What does verse 1 of Isaiah chapter 40 tell us should be the result of Beholding our God and knowing He is 
both transcendent and immanent? How can knowing God better have that result in our lives? Does it have 
that result in yours? Why or why not?

PRAYER PROMPT

Pray that God will grant you wisdom, insight and revelation into His word, by His Spirit, so that you can know 
Him better. 

We see this most explicitly through the Incarnation - the 
Transcendent God taking on human form. He is so deeply 
personal and loves us so much that he took all the punish-
ment we deserve on Him on the cross.

We will never truly appreciate the value of “God with us” 
until we understand how unlike us He is first.

Contemplate Psalm 139: 1-10
You have searched me, Lord,
   and you know me.
You know when I sit and when I rise;
    you perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my lying down;
    you are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue
    you, Lord, know it completely.
 You hem me in behind and before,
    and you lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
    too lofty for me to attain.
Where can I go from your Spirit?
    Where can I flee from your presence?
 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
    if I settle on the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me,
    your right hand will hold me fast.


