
This Sunday, in part four of our series “Who is God Re-
ally?”, Ed Strong shared a message based on the text in 1 
Timothy 1:17 …To the King of the ages, immortal, invis-
ible, the only God, be honour and glory forever and ever. 
Amen.

When we view people in power (kings, presidents, CEOs, 
etc) it evokes different responses within us - essentially 
it’s a response to authority. In fact, we’re part of a genera-
tion where the notion of authority is offensive. We have a 
“don’t anybody tell me what to do” attitude to authority. 

As a result, the implication of the Kingship of Jesus is like-
ly to cause an ‘allergic’ reaction within us! However, the 
access point for salvation is the acknowledgment of His 
authority. We are not saved by confessing our need of a 
saviour, we are saved by acknowledging His Lordship (Ro-
mans 10:9). AW Tozer said: “The decline of the knowledge 
of the holy has brought on our troubles. A rediscovery 
of the majesty of God will go a long way toward curing 
them.” 

In both the Old and New Testament we see people con-
fronted with the authority of God:

In Daniel 4 (Old Testament) we read about King Nebu-
chadnezzar who learns the lesson of God’s sovereignty. 
Nebuchadnezzar dreams of a great tree that shelters the 
whole world. I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house 
and prospering in my palace. I saw a dream that made me 
afraid. Daniel 4:4. In his dream an angelic watchman ap-
pears and decrees that the tree must be cut down and that 
for seven years he, Nebuchadnezzar, will have his human 
mind taken away and will eat grass like an ox. …you shall 
be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with 
the beasts of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an 
ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven…but you 
will be restored when you know this…that Heaven rules. 
Daniel 4: 25. This comes to pass (Immediately the word 
was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from 
among men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet 
with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles’ 
feathers, and his nails were like birds’ claws. Daniel 4:33).
Daniel interprets the dream for the king. The message 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s madness is that all earthly power, 
including that of kings, is subordinate to the power of 
God.At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my 
eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed 
the ‘Most High’, and praised and honoured him who lives 
forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and 
his kingdom endures from generation to generation. Daniel 
4:34

You may hear this story and think it’s got nothing to do 
with you… But there is a New Testament equivalent. 

Towards the end of Romans 1, Paul speaks of God’s power 
and how He was unhappy with those who continued to 
do wicked things. He explained that God’s wrath would 
be channeled towards those who suppress the truth and 
spread their godlessness. These are the people who have 
allowed their hearts to be darkened and who have turned 
away from God. For although they knew God, they did not 
honour Him as God or give thanks to Him. Romans 1:21. 

Paul goes on to talk about the sexual impurity of the 
people and how they gave in to their lusts: It wasn’t long 
before they were living in a pigpen, smeared with filth, filthy 
inside and out. …Worse followed. Sexually confused …And 
then all hell broke loose...They keep inventing new ways of 
wrecking lives. …They ditch their parents when they get in 
the way …They hand out prizes to those who do the worst 
things best!  (Romans 1:24-32 The Message)

This is not much different to what’s happening in the 
world and our nation today. We’ve stopped acknowledg-
ing the authority of God and started behaving like ‘ani-
mals’.

God did not send these people to depravity, He let them 
fall into the depravity - It’s like they were parked on a 
downhill slope and God took the handbrake off. (He 
didn’t push them downhill). And since they did not see fit 
to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind. 
Romans 1:28

The issue of His authority over our lives is at the core of 
our relationship with Him.

God is Eternal
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had 
formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to ever-
lasting you are God. Psalms 90:2. The eternal nature of 
God means He never falls off the throne. God is never 
surprised; He never has to make a plan. We find it easy to 
believe this in a global context, but we often struggle to 
believe this in a personal context - when it comes to my 
own limitations and failures.

God is Immortal
One thing that differentiates God from every other being 
is that He is the Creator - everything else is created. He’s 
the only one without beginning or end. We could use 
an analogy to explain this: God is like the Baker, and we 
are the muffins or cakes He creates. We might have an 
opinion as to whether a muffin or a lemon meringue pie 
is better, but we can’t contest the Baker. God is God…and 
you are a ‘muffin’. But here is the thing: your life is hid in 
the Baker! For you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. Colossians 3:3.

God is Invisible
No one has ever seen God. John 1:18. God’s invisible 
quality is shared by other creatures i.e. the spiritual realm 
(angels and demons) which is also an invisible realm, but 
very different to God. They can only be one place at one 
time, but God’s invisibility puts Him everywhere at the 
same time. He is omnipresent. 

One of the most comforting truths is is that God never 
leaves us. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age. Matthew 28:20. But this is also one of the most 
eye-opening truths - while no one else may see what you 
do in secret, God does. He is ALWAYS with you!

This should guide our lives in terms of how we relate 
and how we speak... what we are watching and listening 
to… what we are doing… If we applied this truth (God is 
always with you) we would be very different people! 



discussion QUESTIONS

Icebreaker: If you only had 24 hours left to live, what would you do? (Imagine money is limitless and travel is 
instant!)            
                    
1. God is invisible, and yet we are supposed to have a relationship with Him. How exactly does that work? What 

are the habits and practices that connect you to the Invisible God?

2. AW Tozer said: “The decline of the knowledge of the holy has brought on our troubles. A rediscovery of the 
majesty of God will go a long way toward curing them.” What do you think he meant by this? How does it 
apply in our world today?

3. Please read 2 Timothy 4:6-8. What things stand out to you from this verse? What does Paul mean by receiving 
a “crown of righteousness”? 

4. In light of eternity, we must make what is eternal important and what is not eternal unimportant. God does 
not necessarily value the same things that mankind does. What kinds of things do you think people overesti-
mate here on earth, compared to how they will view those same things in eternity?

5. This Sunday, Stephen Lungu will be at CityHill Church to share his powerful testimony. Who have you invited 
to come along? Who’s eternity are you trusting for?

PRAYER POINTS

1. On Sunday morning we prayed for our nation. Pray again for our nation ‘popcorn-style’, taking turns to pray 
for specific issues that are close to your heart.

2. Pray for the Flourish Women’s Conference.


