
A freedom fighter in Zimbabwe. A follower of Marxist 
ideology. A man who never laughed or smiled. Stephen 
Lungu once hated God. Now, the man he used to be has 
been forgotten. His sins have been erased by God and 
even by the African authorities. Stephen shared his in-
credible story with us on Sunday.
 
Born to a mother only 14 years old, Stephen was a burden 
to her, and she left him on the street at the age of four with 
his younger brother and sister. He didn’t know how to 
care for his siblings at all. His sister was taken to a hospital 
while he and his brother were brought to an orphanage, 
where he was beaten and abused. After only a few years, 
he turned to the streets. The underpass of a bridge in the 
city was his home for almost 20 years. 

But at this point, God was still the pinnacle of Stephen’s 
hatred. Instead of submitting himself to God’s authority, 
he took control with his own hands, his own weapons. He 
joined the gang called The Black Shadows, known for its 
relentless beatings and killings.

Stephen believed communism was the only way for Africa 
to be run. Because the Bible was brought to Africa by the 
white men, Stephen thought that all the white men did 
was brainwash the African people.

“I never used to laugh until when I accepted Jesus at the 
age of 20,” Lungu said. “That was the first time I laughed.” 
A joyful man today, it’s hard to imagine Stephen Lungu as 
angry.
 
One day, on a mission along with other freedom fighters, 
he set out to fulfil a terrorist attack on a local bank where 
many white people often went. On the way to the bank, 
they came across a church tent meeting. Stephen, in his 
disgust for the church, led his group to the tent with the 
intention to blow it instead. His gang sat in the back row 
of the service.

“So we went inside to be there for two minutes only,” 
Stephen said. “There was a beautiful girl speaking, and 
she put me off balance.” The preacher went on to read two 
verses: Romans 6:23 and 2 Corinthians 8:9. As he spoke 
about the life of Jesus, Stephen realised he identified with 
Jesus. “I broke down in tears,” he said. “I put down my 
AK-47 and bombs, and I started walking forward ... I was 
crying for mercy.”

After the service, another gang came and ended up killing 
many of the church members that night. But Stephen 
went to his home under the bridge and cried out to God. 
“I asked what must I do?” he said. “And he opened my 
eyes.”

Shortly after he went to the authorities to tell them of all 
the horrible crimes he had committed throughout his life. 
“I was interrogated for eight hours,” Lungu said. “After 
eight hours they said if your Jesus has forgiven you, we 
forgive you too.”

From that point on, Lungu has travelled all over Africa 
sharing his story and preaching the gospel to thousands. 
In 1980 he became a translator for Michael Cassidy, the 
founder of African Enterprise, an organisation with a 

heart to evangelise to all African people, and also the 
host of the Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization. 
He succeeded Cassidy as president and CEO of Africa 
Enterprise. He now lives in Malawi with his wife, Rachel 
and their family. They have five biological children and 
13 adopted children. He is fluent in 10 languages and has 
preached in countries all around the world.

Stephen Lungu shared a message from Mark 10:46-52 (the 
story of blind Bartimaeus) interwoven with his testimo-
ny. Bartimaeus was a blind beggar. He needed the help of 
someone to get from point A to point B, and he had to beg 
for a living. He could have potentially have felt like one of 
the loneliest men on earth. One day, on learning that Jesus 
of Nazareth was walking by, Bartimaeus began to cry 
out:  “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Mark 10:47. 
Many sought to silence him, but he cried out all the more: 
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” Mark 10:48. 

Jesus calls for Bartimaeus to come to Him and he throws 
aside his outer garment (which might hinder his steps) 
and comes to Jesus. And even though Jesus knows that 
Bartimaeus is blind, He asks Bartimaeus what he wants 
Him to do. Bartimaeus responds, “that I may receive my 
sight.” Jesus does not heal Bartimaeus immediately but 
says: “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” Mark 
10:52. Because of his faith, Bartimaeus immediately re-
ceives his sight, and he follows Jesus on the road, glori-
fying God. The people that saw this miracle also praised 
God.

Bartimaeus had no value in the eyes of many people. 
Stephen felt much the same growing up - he had no value 
in the eyes of his father who beat him, his mother who 
abandoned him, and the community who shunned him. 

Bartimaeus spent much of his life on the side of the road 
as a spectator (he didn’t participate due to his blindness). 
Many of us become spectators like Bartimaeus - we’re part 
of the church, but we don’t participate. When you become 
a spectator in the Church you become dangerous - saying 
‘amen’ and ‘Hallelujah’ but not in the business of God - we 
don’t come to prayer meetings, we don’t tithe…

Bartimaeus was a desperate man. Maybe this was the last 
time Jesus was going to be in Jericho. People always told 
him to be quiet, but when he got Jesus’ attention, Jesus 
stopped (Mark 10:49). The love of God is demonstrated 
when Jesus stops. But the blind man still had to come to 
Jesus even though Jesus knew he was blind. Jesus knows 
our problems too, and He will stop for us too, but He 
wants us to ask Him for what we need.

Once Bartimaeus was healed and saw Jesus He was 
unstoppable - he praised Jesus and followed Him. The 
same happened to Stephen Lungu when he put his faith 
in Jesus. When we encounter Jesus, the effect should be 
similar - it’s a “wow” moment as He breaks into your life, 
your circumstances, your relationships - and we should go 
about glorifying Him.    



discussion QUESTIONS

1. We had a great weekend at CityHill with the Flourish Women’s Conference and our Sunday guest, Stephen 
Lungu, who shared his incredible story. What stood out most to you from the weekend?

2. When did you first hear about Jesus?  What feelings, emotions or questions did Jesus stir in your mind and 
heart?

Read the story of blind Bartimaeus in Mark 10:46-52.

3. Bartimaeus doesn’t ask for a few coins, he asks for a “big” supernatural thing - he wants his sight!  What does 
this illustrate to us about what & how we should ask Jesus?

4. Bartimaeus threw aside his cloak (perhaps his most significant possession) to get to Jesus (Mark 10:50). Com-
pare this to the rich young ruler in Mark 10:17-22. What does the contrast of their responses to Jesus reveal 
about their hearts and their relationship to Jesus in the end?

5. Many of us, “see” Christ and follow Him in a general sense, but our spiritual vision is still greatly impaired. 
What are some ways in which we may demonstrate that our spiritual sight is still impaired? How might we 
gain clearer spiritual vision? 

PRAYER POINTS

1. Share some ways that you can pray for each other regarding the challenges and blessings of daily life that you 
are currently experiencing. 

2. Specifically, pray that God would bless each person with increasing spiritual vision; to be stripping away spir-
itual blindness and hardness of heart. Pray for each person to be empowered by God to be faithfully growing 
on this road of discipleship.


