
This Sunday morning, Ockie Van Heerden shared an 
inspiring message on the topic of perspective, which 
both challenged and encouraged us.

A perspective is the way something is regarded, under-
stood or interpreted. We can all hold different perspec-
tives on something, and there are partial truths in each 
of those views. Our perceptions craft our reality. Our re-
lationship with God, our family, our friends, at church, 
at work... our perceptions shape how we respond to 
experiences and relationships. Our past experiences 
shape our future responses. The perceptions we hold of 
<<insert person’s name/issue>> directly affect the way 
we react to<<insert person’s name/issue>>. The same 
goes for our perspective of God: our response is differ-
ent if we see Him as a big Ogre vs a Father who has our 
best interests at heart. 

In 2 Kings 6, we read a story about perspective. An 
aggressive invading foreign king (The king of Aram) 
keeps getting his plans thwarted because someone (El-
isha) keeps seeing his plans and tipping off Israel. That 
king then goes after Elisha and surrounds him with an 
army to try to capture him. Elisha’s servant is worried, 
so Elisha prays for the servant’s eyes to see the hosts 
of heavens armies that were protecting them. He then 
prays for the invading army to be temporarily blinded, 
he leads them to the heart of Samaria and then prays 
for them to see again. They open their eyes and see their 
impending doom, but instead receive mercy and a feast! 
They see a God who deals with them in grace and get 
so transformed that the conflict completely stops. Now 
the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring 
with his officers, he said, “I will set up my camp in such 
and such a place.” 
The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware 
of passing that place, because the Arameans are going 
down there.” So the king of Israel checked on the place 
indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha 
warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such 
places.
 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers 
and demanded of them, “Tell me! Which of us is on the 
side of the king of Israel?”
“None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, 
“but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of 
Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.”
“Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send 
men and capture him.” The report came back: “He is in 
Dothan.” Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong 
force there. They went by night and surrounded the city.
When the servant of the man of God got up and went out 
early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots 
had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we 
do?” the servant asked.
“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are 
with us are more than those who are with them.”
And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may 
see.” Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he 
looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire 

all around Elisha. 
As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to 
the Lord, “Strike this army with blindness.” So he struck 
them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.
Elisha told them, “This is not the road and this is not the 
city. Follow me, and I will lead you to the man you are 
looking for.” And he led them to Samaria.
After they entered the city, Elisha said, “Lord, open the 
eyes of these men so they can see.” Then the Lord opened 
their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside 
Samaria.
When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Shall 
I kill them, my father? Shall I kill them?”
“Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you kill those 
you have captured with your own sword or bow? Set food 
and water before them so that they may eat and drink 
and then go back to their master.” So he prepared a great 
feast for them, and after they had finished eating and 
drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their 
master. So the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel’s 
territory. 2 Kings 6:8-23. 

The problem is not with the fact that we hold different 
perspectives, but that we hold a different perspective 
to God. How we see the world is our perspective, but 
how God views the world is the reality. We have a 
worldview problem. A world view is our bedrock belief 
- that which is real. From this foundation, we build our 
beliefs, upon which are values are built, and the ulti-
mate result is the behaviours we display. When we try 
to change our perspective, we so often fail because we’re 
actually trying to change our behaviour rather than our 
worldview. We become fearful when the ‘enemy’ sur-
rounds us because we don’t hold a Biblical worldview 
— our behaviour changes when our perspective lines up 
with God’s view. 

If we need to understand the truth, then we need to 
know Jesus:  Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. He is the source - that is the reality. In the begin-
ning, was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him, all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that 
life was the light of all mankind. John 1:1-4. To under-
stand relationships, circumstances etc. we have to get 
back to the Truth (Jesus).

After the Israelites were delivered out of Egypt, they 
get to a point in their journey where they are facing the 
Red Sea. And, instead of acknowledging who God is 
and what he’s already done for them, they immediately 
react based on their earthly perspective:  As Pharaoh 
approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the 
Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and 
cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because 
there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the 
desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us 
out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us 



discussion QUESTIONS
Icebreaker (Choose 1)
• Did you watch the comrades marathon this weekend? From your perspective, which is easier: the up run or 

the down run?
• If your house was burning down, what three objects would you try to save?

Questions For Groups (Choose 2 or 3)
1. Reflecting on Sunday’s message, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or 

confused you?
2. What was the biggest difference between Elisha’s response to a dangerous situation and his servant’s re-

sponse? 
3. Can you recall a time when God altered your perspective on a relationship/circumstance? Share with the 

group.
4. Elisha lived not just by what his five senses informed him, but by what God showed him. How, as Christ-fol-

lowers, can we see the world, our relationships, and our struggles with correct vision? How does God show 
us things?

5. Where do you need to pray that God would open your eyes and let you see as he did with Elisha? 

PRAYER POINT

action POINT

Read Colossians 3:1-3. Pray this scripture over yourselves.

This week ask God to help you change your perspective on a relationship/circumstance that you’re struggling 
with: “Help me see <<insert person’s name/circumstance>> the way you see <<insert person’s name/circum-
stance>>.”

alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been bet-
ter for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 
Exodus 14:10-12.

But Moses turns their eyes to God, urging them to seek 
a heavenly perspective: Moses answered the people, “Do 
not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 
the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see to-
day you will never see again. The Lord will fight for you; 
you need only to be still.” Exodus 14:13-14.

We need to be in relationship with God, having daily 
fellowship with Him, to understand His perspective on 
our circumstances or a relationship. The Red Sea didn’t 
go away, but God parted the Red Sea, and the Israel-
ites walked on dry land, and they got through safely to 
the other side. Sometimes we need to do that. So often 
we get to a red sea, and we start to worry, to panic, to 
fear… But we need to stay calm, take it to the Lord, and 
seek His perspective.

Worship turns our eyes to Jesus. We read accounts in 
the Bible of people who were blinded by brightness 
when they looked upon God’s face. He is far bigger than 
our circumstances, and when we turn our eyes on Him, 
the brightness (bigness) of who He is makes everything 
else (including our troubles) go dim. Worship changes 

our perspective, and we start seeing the world around 
us from Jesus’ perspective, and we learn to respond as 
Jesus would. Romans 12:2 (TPT) tells us: Stop imitating 
the ideals and opinions of the culture around you, but be 
inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit through a total 
reformation of how you think. This will empower you to 
discern God’s will as you live a beautiful life, satisfying 
and perfect in his eyes. To “stop” requires action on our 
part.

When we don’t feel at peace, we should fix our eyes on 
Jesus. It doesn’t change our circumstances but chang-
es our heart.  Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if any-
thing is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the 
God of peace will be with you. Phil 4:8-9

The Bible is filled with “perspective changing” stories: 
Jesus healing the lepers, Jesus being a friend of tax 
collectors and prostitutes, Jesus speaking to women 
(in what was a very patriarchal society) etc. Jesus came 
to change our perspective on everything! It starts and 
ends with Him, and we have a response to make.


