
This Sunday, Marcus Herbert shared an encouraging 
message with us. Marcus and his wife, Adele, lead Corner-
stone Church in Johannesburg and are part of the NCMI 
translocal team. In his message, Marcus posed the ques-
tion: “Where is Jesus today?” If we can understand where 
He is, it helps us to better connect with what He’s doing.

Jesus is more than a philosophy, feel-good friend, or 
“after-life” insurance policy. He is after a relationship with 
us. Relationship with Him is of utmost importance. It’s 
easy to slip into routine and lose a bit of our passion for 
Christ, but if we’re in a growing relationship with Him we 
never grow tired, and we’re able to step into more than 
ever before.

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. For in him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him. He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 
the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness 
dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth, or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Colos-
sians 1:15-20.

Jesus is omnipresent
There is nowhere that we can hide from Him. Even Jonah, 
who tried to run from the Lord ended up in the belly of a 
big fish: From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his 
God. He said: “In my distress I called to the Lord, and he 
answered me. From deep in the realm of the dead I called 
for help, and you listened to my cry. Jonah 2:1-2. We should 
embrace His all-seeing, omnipresent nature.

Jesus is interceding at the right hand of the Father
God has exalted Jesus to the ultimate place of power and 
significance - at His right hand (Hebrews 1:3). He knows 
everything about us and is praying for us. It’s through 
Jesus’ intercession that our worship arrives at the throne 
of God perfect. As we respond to Jesus, He keeps repre-
senting us before the Father as perfect.

He is holding everything together
Jesus holds the entire created universe together (...in him 
all things hold together Col 1:17) Revelation 1 speaks of 
Jesus holding seven stars in His hand. The stars represent 
leadership. So he is also holding leaders in His hand. That 
is both comforting and sobering!

He will open the scroll of history
In the book of Revelation, John mentions a moment in 
heaven where Jesus will open the scroll of human history. 
Every single event of our lives is written in the scrolls. 
What is interesting in these verses is that Jesus is repre-
sented as both a Lion and a Lamb.
Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has tri-
umphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”

Then I saw a Lamb … He went and took the scroll from the 
right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had 
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell down before the Lamb. Revelation 5:5-8. 
Unless we receive the forgiveness of the Lamb, we will suf-
fer the wrath of the Lion. There is a reward for us in heav-
en, and we should be living for that. Nothing catches Jesus 
by surprise - often in the place of our worst behaviour is 
where grace is poured out. Let’s learn to work with Him.

He is working through the church to establish the King-
dom
In Revelation, the letter to Sardis (3:1-5) addresses a 
“dead” church. We need to be alert to what God is doing, 
and areas that are dead need to be cut out or made alive 
again. The letter to the church at Philadelphia (3:7-13) 
speaks of open doors of opportunity. God delights in tak-
ing normal and ordinary and doing extraordinary things 
through them. If we make ourselves available, He will 
show us the opportunities. And the letter to the church at 
Laodicea addresses a “lukewarm” church (3:14-22). This 
was a church that had pride in the external things, but 
there was something on the inside that needed to be fixed. 
It is possible that we can get to the point where we do 
church and life without Him on the inside. Those whom I 
love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here 
I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that 
person, and they with me. Revelation 3:19-20. Knocking 
represents Christ’s desire for intimacy with us. Opening 
the door indicates a response is required from us. Supper 
in this context would last a couple of hours - it’s during 
times like this in His presence that we lower our guard 
and intimacy comes. Today, most of our devotional times 
are like “takeaway” meals. If we want to know what Jesus 
wants, we will get to know through deeper intimacy with 
HIm.

He is in our hearts
“Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.” Ephe-
sians 3:17. This is a profound mystery and a tremendous 
comfort. We need a greater revelation of what this means 
to us!

He is among the lampstands
Revelation 1:13-18 has a picture of Jesus walking among 
seven lampstands. The lampstands represent local church-
es. This conjures up a beautiful image of Jesus walking 
among the lampstands (churches), adding oil (the Holy 
Spirit) and trimming the wicks - He’s the one refining us.

Waiting for the appointed time of His return
We want information, but Jesus wants intimacy. We forget 
that He loves to hear our voices and the expression of our 
hearts. It’s in that place of intimacy that He can transform 
us. When we slow down and wait on Him, connection 
takes place, and we find restoration and reformation.



discussion QUESTIONS
Icebreaker  
What has been your biggest ‘high five’ moment in the last week? It is good to celebrate together as it reminds us that we 
serve a good God who stands above it all. 

Questions For Groups (Choose 2 or 3 questions)
1. Is there anything from Sunday’s meetings that stood out for you?

2. Read Psalm 139:1-6.
  a). How do you feel about God’s total knowledge of you? Do these verses make you feel uncomfort 
       able or bring you comfort? 
 b). Do you feel restricted or protected by this? 
 c). What are some advantages of God knowing everything about you? 

3. Marcus spoke about a moment in heaven (recorded in Revelation) where Jesus will open the scroll of human his-
tory on which every single event of our lives is written. How does this make you feel? How does living with a clear 
view of eternity impact the way we live out our lives?

4. Marcus made the statement: We want information, but Jesus wants intimacy. Do you find this statement holds true 
for yourself? Why or why not? What is one thing you can do to grow your level of intimacy with God?

5. What is one area of your life that you need Jesus’ help this week?

PRAYER point

action STEPS

Please pray for Flourish (happening this weekend): 
• That every woman attending would feel welcome and at home. 
• That God would speak to them through the Scriptures or messages shared at Flourish. 
• That God would bring change into every women’s life.

• This Sunday (morning & evening), Jose Vilandy will be sharing his story: from child soldier to champion barista. 
It’s a great opportunity to invite friends and family who don’t usually attend Church to come and hear how God 
radically impacted Jose’s life. 

• Diarise our next CityHill prayer meeting: Tuesday, 3 September at 6pm.


