
This Sunday, in part two of our Holy Spirit series, Steve 
shared a message on the empowering of the Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is Christ-glorifying and Father-loving, and
His activity is seen throughout the Bible, along with the 
work of the Father and the Son.

We looked at 30 references to the Holy Spirit in the Bible 
- from the first verses of Genesis right through to the final 
chapter (there are many more as well!). Since the Holy 
Spirit is such a big deal in the Bible, it should also be a big 
deal to us!

There are four specific ways that the Holy Spirit empowers 
us:

1. His power brings order to chaos
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth was formless and empty,  darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the waters. Genesis 1:2. From this Scripture, we see 
that the Holy Spirit was present at creation. At this time 
the earth was formless, empty, dark and covered in water. 
And then God speaks, and land and water are separat-
ed, night and day are established, animals, fish and birds 
created… The Holy Spirit is present whether we believe in 
God or not, and He is eager to bring divine creativity and 
godly order to our lives. As we open our lives to the Holy 
Spirit, He comes to bring order to our “chaos” in our lives 
and create new patterns of thinking. ‘He will guide you 
into  all the truth.’ John 16:13.

2. His power helps us to fulfil particular tasks 
Then the Lord said to Moses,  ‘See I have chosen Bezalel 
son of Uri …  and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, 
with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and 
with all kinds of skills –  to make artistic designs for     work 
in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in 
wood, and to engage in all kinds of crafts. Exodus 31:1-5. 
This is one of many stories in the Bible of the Holy Spirit 
empowering people for different tasks. He takes natural 
talents and adds a supernatural ‘edge’ to them. What are 
your skills and talents? Are you allowing the Spirit to 
fill you with wisdom, understanding and knowledge to 
boost your skills and talents in your marriage/parenting/
business so that they glorify God? If you are in business, 
for example, ask yourself: Am I a business leader who 
happens to be a Christian, or am I a Christian leader who 
God is using in business?

3. His power helps us to deal with sin 
As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came towards him 
shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon 
him. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and 
the bindings dropped from his hands. Judges 15:14. This 
Scripture refers to the story of Samson when the Israelites 
bound him and delivered him to the Philistines. Samson, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, breaks free of the ropes 
around his arms and the bindings on his hands. This 
image speaks to the stuff that holds us back – the sins that 
entangle. 
     
The Spirit is HOLY, and so He helps us deal with sin. The 

holiness of God is a mystery to us. Anything in our lives 
that is sinful is “anti”-God. The Holy Spirit wants to help 
us understand the majestic attraction of God’s holiness. 
If we open our hearts to the workings of the Holy Spirit, 
He will do amazing things in our lives. He brings free-
dom from the sins that bind. “The Spirit names our sin 
in Scripture and convicts us of it in our hearts, so we feel 
godly grief over our sin, which will lead to repentance.” 

4. His power makes God’s love real to us
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. Romans 5:5. We 
have a natural resistance to God’s love, but the Holy Spirit 
helps our meek and feeble hearts understand that God 
loves us. Thomas Goodwin, an English Puritan theologian 
and preacher, puts it like this: It’s like a  little boy walking 
along the road, holding his dad’s hand. The dad stops 
picks him up and gives him a huge bear hug, swinging 
him around. Puts him down and they keep walking.

Another way to describe God’s love is to liken it to a 
waterfall - we don’t understand the start or end; it just 
pours out. No matter what the season, His love is limitless 
and yet sometimes, we go in under the waterfall with an 
‘umbrella’, not allowing ourselves to thoroughly soak in 
the love poured out over us by the Spirit. God has more 
love for us than we can ever comprehend, and He wants 
to lavish His love on us - He doesn’t restrict it. We need to 
step under that waterfall and be drenched by the love that 
His Spirit is pouring over us.



discussion QUESTIONS
Icebreaker (Choose 1)
• If you could have one superpower, what would it be?
• Describe your past week in weather terms. (Was it stormy, cloudy, foggy, mostly sunny or something else?)

Questions For Groups (Choose 2 or 3 questions)
1. This past Sunday, Steve continued our series on the Holy Spirit. Was there anything he said during the message that 

encouraged you? Or anything that you have questions about and would like to discuss? 
2. Steve spoke about the Holy Spirit’s power, bringing order into chaos. Have you experienced a particularly chaotic 

or troubled time in your life where you believe God brought order out of chaos? Describe the situation and how 
you felt. How did you see God at work in your situation? What words of encouragement do you have for someone 
going through a similar situation?

3. Please read Exodus 31:1-5. God gave this man, Bezalel, extra wisdom, knowledge and skills to perform certain 
tasks (working in gold, silver, wood, costly stones, etc.). In your vocation or business, how could this verse apply to 
you?

4. How does the Holy Spirit help you to know and trust the love of God (Romans 5:5)? Share how you have experi-
enced this.

5. What is one area of your life that you need the Holy Spirit’s help and power and guidance at this time?
6. Would you like to experience more of God’s love and power through his Holy Spirit? Why or why not? (Note to 

leaders: You could use this question and responses to create an opportunity to pray for one another.)
7. Identify one practical way you will allow the Holy Spirit to guide you more fully as a response to this week’s mes-

sage and LifeGroup discussion. Share this with one another.

PRAYER point

action point

Give thanks to God for giving us the Holy Spirit to do His work in us. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in the truth and 
work through you to glorify Jesus as you live for Him this week.

We have two exciting events coming up that are great opportunities to invite friends and family who don’t usually 
attend church:
• Angus Buchan - 28 July 
• Flourish Women’s Conference - 23 & 24 August
Who are you reaching out to, and inviting to these events?


