
This Sunday, in the final week of our Holy Spirit series, Steve 
shared a message on the gifts of the Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 
12:1,4-11, we read that the Source of the gifts is the Trinity 
(Spirit, Son and Father); and that the purpose of the gifts of 
the Spirit are for the common good of building up the com-
munity of Christ-followers. Through the manifestation of the 
gifts, God makes Himself known.

Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I o not 
want you to be uninformed… There are different kinds of 
gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different 
kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds 
of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same 
God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for the common good. To one there is given through 
the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of 
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to 
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another 
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in differ-
ent kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of 
tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and 
he distributes them to each. 

If there is no evidence of the gifts, we are weaker for it. The 
full application of these verses cannot possibly only happen 
on Sundays. The practice of the gifts of the Spirit should be 
more prevalent at our LifeGroup meetings and in our daily 
life.

To illustrate how the gifts of the Spirit work, Steve used the 
analogy of a lamp and electricity. The lampstand and bulb 
represent our human bodies. The cable is connected to a 
power source (the presence of the Holy Spirit). Without the 
power source, the lamp cannot produce light. In the same 
way, without the presence of the Holy Spirit, we cannot 
operate in the gifts of the Spirit. Just as when the power of 
electricity flows through the cable to the bulb of the lamp 
and lights up the room, when the Holy Spirit flows through 
us, the gifts of the Spirit benefit those around us. We cannot 
do a single miracle on our own - God wants to shine through 
our lives with these gifts. In the book of 1 Corinthians, chap-
ters 12, 13 and 14 tell us about the manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit through the lives of believers:
• Chapter 12 – Gifts
• Chapter 13 – Love motive
• Chapter 14 – Explanation of prophecy & tongues

The Gifts of the Spirit are listed in 1 Corinthians 12 as fol-
lows:
1. Word of Wisdom
2. Word of Knowledge
3. Gift of Faith
4. Gifts of Healing
5. Workings of Miracles
6. Prophecy
7. Discerning of spirits
8. Different kinds of Tongues
9. Interpretation of Tongues

A brief explanation about each gift:
1. Word of Wisdom and 2. Word of Knowledge
This can be explained in two ways. Firstly, specific wisdom 
in a situation. e.g. Solomon handling the case of  the wom-
en arguing over whose baby it was. Or specific knowledge 

regarding a situation or person that you could 
not otherwise have known. Secondly, it can be a message 
spoken out, that conveys some of the wisdom or knowledge 
of Christ, with the help of the Holy Spirit, based in Scripture. 
…in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, 
Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge Colossians 2:2-3. Earlier in the book of 1 Corin-
thians, Paul contrasts worldly wisdom and knowledge with 
divine wisdom and knowledge, and we look to the rest of the 
letter for an explanation of what this means: We do, however, 
speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming 
to nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has 
been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time 
began. 1 Corinthians 2:6-7. Either way, the Holy Spirit is 
working through us for the common good!

3. Gift of Faith
This is different from “saving faith” and “fruit faith”. It’s like 
the top of your head being unscrewed and special faith for 
an event or situation pouring into you. We see this in Acts 
27:25 where Paul is about to be shipwrecked, and an angel 
visits him and tells that while the ship may be lost but all the 
people will survive. He uses his gift of faith to encourage the 
others: So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God 
that it will happen just as he told me. The gift of faith can be 
linked to other gifts - nothing is stopping two or more gifts 
working together because the gifts are for the purpose of 
building each other up.

4. Gift of Healing
As a result, people brought those who were ill into the streets 
and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow 
might fall on some of them as he passed by. Acts 5:15.  His 
father was ill in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul 
went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him 
and healed him.  When this had happened, the rest of those on 
the island who were ill came and were cured. Acts 28:8. The 
gift of healing doesn’t take away God’s ability to use medical 
science to aid the body’s healing process, but for many of us, 
medicine is the first and only avenue that we choose! The gift 
of healing is divinely given, and God can use anyone to man-
ifest this gift. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, 
and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 1 
Corinthians 12:11.

5. Working of Miracles
Any supernatural event can, to some degree, fall into this 
category; including anytime someone is set free from de-
monic influence. As you go, proclaim this message: “The king-
dom of heaven has come near.” Heal those who are ill, raise the 
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely 
you have received; freely give. Matthew 10:7-8.
Jesus did so many kinds of miracles:
• Multiplication of food
• Water into wine
• Walking on water
• Bringing freedom to people with demonic oppression
• Raising the dead & many others.
And Jesus says that as followers of Him, we can do the 
same: Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do 
the works I have been doing, and they will do even great-
er things than these, because I am going to the Father. John 
14:12.



discussion QUESTIONS
Icebreaker 
• Have you ever thought about a skill or ability that you would like to learn? What is it, and why do you want to learn to 

do it? 

Questions For Groups (Choose 2 or 3 questions - please leave 20 minutes at least for question 5)
1. Please read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. Think back on Sunday’s message from these verses about the gifts of the Spirit. 
 a) What struck you as particularly interesting? 
 b) What was something that you learned? 
 c) Is there something you didn’t understand?
2. In these verses, we learn that the gifts of the Spirit are for everyone. Up until now, what is or has been your attitude 

toward spiritual gifts? 
 a) For pastors only
 b) For mature Christ-followers
 c) For all Christ-followers
 d) Those were only for Bible times
 e) I’ve never really had a clear understanding of spiritual gifts
3. Have you ever taken a ‘risk’ and stepped out in faith to exercise these gifts at the prompting of the Holy Spirit? E.g. Pray-

ing for someone who is sick, sharing a prophetic word with someone etc. How did it go? What did you learn?
4. What holds you back from stepping out in faith to exercise these gifts?
5. Group exercise in hearing God’s voice: Tell everyone that as a group, you are going to do an exercise to listen to God’s 

voice for a word for someone else in the room. Start by getting everyone to look around the circle. Turn on some music 
for 3 minutes and invite everyone to close their eyes and trust God for a word or picture for someone else in the room. 
After 3 minutes, stop the music, and give people a chance to share what God has laid on their hearts. This exercise has 
had some profound results in getting newer Christians used to the idea that God wants to use them in the gifts, especial-
ly prophecy.

PRAYER point

action pointS

Pray for each other to be encouraged through the gifts of the Holy Spirit, to use those gifts both sensitively and effectively for 
the glory of God. Pray for boldness to step out in faith.

1. Who would like to be baptised on Sunday?
2. Who are you inviting to the Flourish Women’s Conference?

6. Prophecy
Prophecy is, in essence, a message from God, for others, 
through a human channel. Old Testament prophets brought 
warnings, encouragement and some amazing predictions. 
New Testament prophecy is not primarily fore-telling (i.e. 
prediction regarding the future) but rather forth-telling (a 
message from God). But the one who prophesies speaks to 
people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 1 
Corinthians 14:3. The gift of prophecy is the one gift that is 
explicitly available to all. Follow the way of love and eagerly 
desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 1 Corinthians 
14:1. For you can all prophesy … so that everyone may be 
instructed and encouraged. 1 Corinthians 14:31. When we 
bring a prophetic word we need to remember that no one 
gets it 100% correct all of the time - we prophesy in part … 1 
Corinthians 13:9. 
Guidelines in giving prophetic words:
• Prophecy must pass the 1 Corinthians 14:31 test: 

Strengthening, encouraging and comforting.
• Don’t prophesy dates, mates or places. If you have a 

directional word – write it down, and bounce it off one 
of the elders/someone you trust. 

• Avoid saying “God says…” (or “Thus saith the Lord:). 
We prophesy in part (1 Corinthians 13:9) so rather say 
something like: “I feel God might be saying…” This 
creates a safer space.

• Don’t go beyond your faith. 

7. Discerning of spirits
There are three types of spirits:
• Human spirits (we are a spirit being in a body with a 

soul)
• Demonic spirits
• Angels
The Holy Spirit may illuminate to you that someone has an 
anxious spirit or jealous spirit or unforgiving spirit etc... 
(also joy, love and peace etc.)! Or that someone is being op-
pressed through a demonic spirit. Or that angels are present 
in a place or situation. You need to proceed carefully with 
this insight. It can build up or break down depending on the 
angle of approach!

8. Different kinds of tongues and 9. Interpretation of 
tongues
We must differentiate between this (1 Corinthians 12 gift) 
and the gift of tongues as a personal spiritual prayer lan-
guage (1 Corinthians 14:2). The gift of tongues as a personal 
spiritual prayer language is between us and God. The gift 
of tongues referred to here in 1 Corinthians 12 is for the 
common good in a public gathering of believers. Paul is very 
specific that where there is the use of tongues in a gathering 
of Christ-followers, there must be an interpretation. (1 Cor-
inthians 14). In essence tongues + interpretation = prophecy 
(1 Corinthians 14:5).


