
This Sunday, Jax Wimble shared a challenging message 
based on the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 in Luke 
9:10-17.

The disciples had just returned from a missionary 
journey that Jesus had sent them on. After they told 
him all they had done and taught, Jesus took them 
with Him in a boat on the Sea of Galilee to a remote 
place, for rest and prayer. Great crowds of people in the 
area heard that Jesus was near. They ran to see Him, 
bringing their sick friends and relatives. When the boat 
landed, Jesus saw all the men, women and children and 
had compassion on them. He taught them about the 
Kingdom of God and healed those who were sick.

As evening came, the crowd (which numbered 5,000) 
got hungry, and the disciples began to panic about how 
to feed everyone. But Jesus was not worried, He had 
a plan. There was a small boy in the crowd who had 
packed a lunch of five loaves and two fish. The disci-
ples bought him to Jesus. Can you picture the young 
boy standing beside Jesus with his meagre offering? He 
didn’t have much, but he had enough faith to bring it 
to Jesus. Jesus told the disciples to have the people sit 
down in large groups.

Jesus took the five loaves and two fish and prayed, giv-
ing thanks to His Father in heaven. The food was mi-
raculously multiplied, and Jesus gave it to the disciples 
to distribute to the crowd.  That evening, 5,000 men, 
plus women and children, ate until they were full! Then 
he told his disciples to gather the leftovers, so nothing 
was wasted. They collected enough to fill 12 baskets.

Jax shared three things that we can learn from this 
story:

1. Jesus welcomed them!
Although Jesus had been looking for a quiet place to 
take his disciples to rest, when the large crowd fol-
lowed them He did not chase them away but welcomed 
them (Mark 6:31).
When it got late, and the people got hungry, the disci-
ples suggested to Jesus to send the people away to the 
nearby villages. They weren’t being unkind; they were 
just being practical and realistic. The only thing was, 
they were wishing away the very people Jesus had wel-
comed. The disciples were overwhelmed by the crowd, 
but Jesus saw an opportunity for a miracle - not to 
just for the crowd to be fed, but for them to encounter 
God! 

This crowd would never be the same. They arrived 
hungry, but they left with more than just full stomachs; 
they had experienced God’s incredible power at work. 
The disciples must have been pretty excited up too. It 
might’ve been simpler and easier to send the crowd 

away, but they would’ve missed out on being part of a 
miracle. 

God wants to use the multitude moments to create 
miracles and to draw people to Him. 
We often look at situations and feel overwhelmed, 
but He looks at the same situation, the same people, 
and He sees an opportunity to demonstrate His kind-
ness, His love and His power. Jesus is interested in the 
multitude, He loves people, and He wants to satisfy the 
longing of every soul. He wants people to encounter 
His goodness and for their lives to forever be different 
because of that. 

Are you willing to welcome the multitude? Are you 
willing to be put out or extend yourself to welcome 
those that Jesus wants to connect us with? Are you 
willing to make space for those who Jesus wants to 
reach and those that find themselves in a desolate 
place, hungry and in need?
 
2. We don’t have enough food!
When the disciples suggested sending the crowd away, 
Jesus said to them: “You give them something to eat.” 
The disciples explain that the five loaves and two fish 
are not enough to feed the crowd and suggest buying 
food from the nearby village. Isn’t that exactly how 
we often feel? …What can I do? ...I need to make a 
plan! ...I am sure I can fix this! ...I just need to work a 
bit harder… or perhaps you just wish the ‘multitude’ 
would go away?. If only I could get out of this situation, 
or this desolate place things would be better.

God gets excited when we realise we don’t have enough 
‘food for the multitude’ and that we need help. We 
were never meant to be enough! If you feel like you are 
enough, or have what it takes, that’s when you are in 
trouble.

3. What is in your lunch box? 
The little boy with the five loaves and two fish was the 
only one who came prepared, and he was willing to 
share. The loaves and fish represents everything that 
is ours - what we have and who we are. Are we willing 
to share, not just what we have but who we are (what 
God has put inside us)?. Is it available to Jesus? Are we 
willing to put it in His hands and ask Him to use us to 
impact the lives of others, our community? It’s so easy 
to hold on to our lunch box because we’re not sure 
that it will make that much of a difference if we share 
what we have… Imagine if that boy had not shared his 
lunch! 

So what is in your lunch box and what does God want 
you to do with it? Sometimes when we are faced with ‘a 
multitude’, we are forced to look in our lunch box and 
we stumble onto what God knew was in us all along! 



discussion QUESTIONS
Icebreaker (choose one): 
• Have you ever run out of food or not had enough food when trying to feed/host people? What is one kind 

of food that you struggle to share? 
• When have you seen God meet practical needs in an extraordinary way? 

Questions for Groups (choose 2 or 3):
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s message?
2. Imagine this young boy 20 years later. How do you think this miracle impacted him later in life? Do you think 

everyone in that crowd was impacted in the same way? Why or why not?
3. When faced with the challenge of feeding the crowd, the disciples seemed to have forgotten all the miracles Jesus 

had performed before. When you face a crisis in your life, do you remember how God helped you in the past?    
4. What was Jesus’ motivation for teaching and healing on this day, even though he and His disciples were tired? How 

can we find a balance of attitude and serving others? When do we stop when the needs continue?
5. What struggles have you had in bringing your resources to Jesus, placing them in His hands, and receiving back the 

power to meet needs beyond yourself?
6. On Sunday, Jax shared the story of Thawanda, whom her in-laws invited to Christmas dinner. Is there always room 

at your dinner table for company? What steps can you take to “make room” at your table?

PRAYER POINT

action POINT

Talk about prayer. How does God invite us to participate with Him through prayer? Share an example from 
your own life.

At each meal this week, be sure to thank God for feeding you so generously. Pray for those who are hungry; 
and consider donating non-perishable food to the Nation Changers’ feeding scheme. 


