
This Sunday we started a new series, “Unpacked”. In this 
series, we explore how the Old Testament still speaks to us 
today. Ed Strong shared a powerful message based on the 
tabernacle that Moses built and the amazing significance 
it still holds for us today!

Four thousand years ago, God made a covenant with 
humanity, which still exists today: As for me, this is My 
covenant with you… Genesis 17:4. I’m establishing  My 
covenant between Me and you, a covenant that includes 
your descendants, a covenant that goes on and on and on, 
A covenant that commits Me to be your God and the God of 
your descendants. And I’m giving you and your descendants 
this land where you’re now just camping, this whole country 
of Canaan, to own forever. And I’ll be their God... Gene-
sis 17:7 (MSG). It was the promise of real estate and the 
promise of relationship - a place and a presence. At the 
time, this referred to a physical place, but it pointed to an 
eternal place. Also, at this time, the presence of God was 
contained in a structure, but it was pointing to what we 
have today - the presence of God within our hearts.

A couple of hundred years later, God calls Moses to a 
series of miraculous encounters, including the burning 
bush (a place) and up a mountain to fellowship with Him 
(presence) and He says to Moses: Then have them make 
a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. Exodus 
25:8 (Just like He said in the covenant with Abraham in 
Genesis 17). A sanctuary represents a holy place belong-
ing to God. There is a holiness about the fact that we 
belong to God. It is not about behaviour; it’s about a deep 
understanding of who you belong to. And when you have 
that understanding of who you belong to, you behave 
accordingly.

The priests serving in the temple in the presence of God 
points to us. After we put our faith in Jesus, we are consid-
ered to be priests.

Four things that characterised the priesthood were:
• Water
• Cloth
• Blood 
• Oil.

Water
Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the Tent of 
Meeting and wash them with water. Exodus 29:4. We are 
always being washed with something. We are living in a 
world that is washed by filth, and it’s a shame how little we 
wash ourselves with God’s Word.

John 15:2 speaks of the process of pruning: Every branch 
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit He prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit. The words prune and cleanse originate from 
the same root word. Pruning is an ongoing process which, 
whether physical or spiritual, doesn’t seem pleasant but is 
necessary for healthy growth.

Deuteronomy 10:12 tells us what God requires of us: “And 
now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, 

but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to 
love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul… There are other scriptures which 
God uses to encourage us, share something of His heart 
(little power moments), but we need to continually wash 
ourselves with His Word that
expresses His requirements of us and His heart for us.

Cloth
Then bring his sons, put tunics on them. Exodus 29:8. This 
was done to make the priests presentable to God. Back in 
Genesis, when Adam and Eve sinned by eating the forbid-
den fruit, they realised they were naked and felt ashamed. 
God made clothes for them to cover their nakedness. This 
was symbolic of Him forgiving their sin.

When we feel ashamed, “unpresentable” before God, 
we need to remember that God made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21. He has made 
us righteous, just as He did symbolically back in the Old 
Testament when He commanded: Make tunics, sashes 
and caps for Aaron’s sons to give them dignity and honour. 
Exodus 28:40.

Blood
Take some of its blood and rub it on Aaron’s right earlobe 
and on the right earlobes of his sons, on the thumbs of their 
right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. Exodus 
29:20. The ears represent our senses, the hands represent 
doing and the feet represent going. 

From the beginning of the Bible to the end, for sin to 
be atoned for, the shedding of blood was necessary: The 
LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife 
and clothed them. Genesis 3:21. The animals slaughtered for 
the garments which covered (and atoned for) the shame and 
sin of Adam and Eve.
Drink from it, all of you. This is My blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Matthew 26:28. The shedding of the blood of Christ was 
necessary for our sin to be removed. 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in 
your minds because of your evil behaviour. But now He 
has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death 
to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free 
from accusation. Colossians 1:21-22. Our sinful behaviour 
separated us from God, but we are reconciled to Him 
through the blood of Jesus.

Oil
And take some blood from the altar and some of the 
anointing oil and sprinkle it on Aaron and his garments 
and on his sons and their garments. Exodus 29:21. The 
priests were taught never to tamper with the recipe for the 
anointing oil. The oil is representative of the Word of God 
and the Holy Spirit in today’s world. We should never try 
to add to, take away from, or substitute the Holy Spirit.



discussion QUESTIONS
Icebreaker (Choose 1)
• Would you call yourself a rule-follower or a rule-bender? What types of rules or laws do you appreciate? What 

types of laws get under your skin? 
• Have you ever been to a beautiful church or cathedral that has taken your breath away? What were your emotions? 

Did you admire the artistry, feel a sense of awe, wonder how much it cost to build? 

Questions For Groups (Choose 2 or 3 questions)
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s message?

2. Have you ever had a “season of dryness” concerning God’s presence in your life?

3. Are there ways you already practice God’s presence without realising it? Give an example. How do you most often 
experience God? How do you think you’ve come to experience God this way?

4. Is anything making it difficult for you to see God’s presence in your life? Is there something you need to stop or 
start?

5. Do you believe that you belong to God? If yes, how have you “earned” that position? Through your behaviour or by 
God’s grace?

6. On Sunday Ed said that as Christ-followers we are considered to be “priests”. Do you see yourself as a “priest” in 
God’s kingdom? Why or why not?

7. “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. John 15:1-2. Have you experienced God’s 
pruning? How? Was it an easy process?

PRAYER point

action point

Pray for more of God’s presence in your life...that you would have a deeper, more meaningful relationship with Jesus 
Christ.

Jesus is the true vine, and our ultimate success in life is dependent upon our attachment to him. When we abide in 
Jesus and his Word, we are promised that fruit will be produced in our life. When we abide in Jesus and follow his com-
mands, we have the promise of the full joy of Jesus in our life.
                    
Commit to strengthening your attachment to Jesus. This week make a decision to obey his commands, study God’s 
Word, meet together with other Christians for times of fellowship and prayer, and devote yourself completely to Jesus. 


