
Ed Strong shared a powerful message on the tent of David 
in the final week of our “Unpacked” series. He began by 
giving us a timeline to provide context to where we place 
the temple of David in relation to the other temples we’ve 
learned about in this series. When looking at the timeline, 
it’s important to remember that when referring to the Old 
Testament, dates work in descending order.
• Moses’ Temple: 1300 BC
• David’s Temple: 980 BC
• Solomon’s Temple: 957 BC
• Zerubbabel’s Temple: 516 BC

The Hebrew word for “tabernacle” is ohel, which means 
“a tent, a covering, (dwelling) (place), home, tabernacle, 
tent.” There are three main references to the tabernacle (or 
tent) of David: Isaiah 16:5, Amos 9:11, and Acts 15:16, in 
which the apostle James repeats the passage from Amos. 
The reference in Isaiah 16:5 refers to the tabernacle of Da-
vid prophetically, pointing to One from the line of David 
who will someday sit on the throne and rule over all. This 
is referring to Jesus: In love a throne will be established; 
in faithfulness a man will sit on it— one from the house of 
David— one who in judging seeks justice and speeds the 
cause of righteousness.

In Acts 15:16, while speaking to the Jews, James referenc-
es Amos 9:11: After this I will return, and I will rebuild the 
tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I 
will restore it. The “tabernacle” referred to in Acts 15:16, is 
the house of God open to all, both Jew and Gentile, who 
seek Him to worship in truth.

Amos 9:11 says, “In that day will I raise up again the tab-
ernacle of David, that is fallen.” During David’s time, the 
tabernacle (or tent) housed the Ark of the Covenant and 
was a precursor to the temple that Solomon would build. 
The temple was a rectangular house of worship made with 
an elaborate design. Its presence and functionality, with 
priests, was a sign of God’s favour and presence. When 
Israel fell away from following the commandments of the 
Old Covenant, the temple was desecrated and needed to 
eventually be rebuilt, as described in the book of Ezra. 
God is rebuilding the temple of David. 

The tent that David built was far less grand than the 
temple that Solomon built, but the thing that was unique 
about David’s temple is that it was characterised by acts 
of worship: David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint 
their fellow Levites as musicians to make a joyful sound 
with musical instruments: lyres, harps and cymbals. 1 
Chronicles 15:16. David’s worship left him undignified.  
 
God has a lot to say about worship, and it’s not always pal-
atable: Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is 
detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 
I cannot bear your worthless assemblies. Your New Moon 
feasts and your appointed festivals I hate with all my being. 
They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing 
them. Isaiah 1:13-14. When what we sing, shout, and how 
we dance is not an accurate reflection of our faith, it’s 
meaningless.

The Bible is full of expressions of worship, including the 
worship that takes place in heaven. Surely our worship 
should reflect the worship that takes place in heaven! 

There are six ‘songs’ in Revelation that speak of the wor-
ship in heaven. These songs are not necessarily sung, but 
shouted out to God: 
 
1. Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was 

covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. 
Day and night they never stop saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to 
come... You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honour and power, for you created all things 
and by your will they were created and have their be-
ing.” Revelation 4: 8 & 11.

2. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to 
take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were 
slain, and with your blood you purchased for God 
persons from every tribe and language and people and 
nation… In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is 
the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and 
praise!” Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that 
is in them, saying: “To him who sits on the throne and 
to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!” Revelation 5:9 & 12-13.

3. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs 
to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb… 
“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and 
honour and power and strength be to our God for ever 
and ever. Amen!” Revelation 7:10 & 12

4. The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were 
loud voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever… “We give 
thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,the One who is and 
who was, because you have taken your great power and 
have begun to reign.” Revelation 11:15 & 17.

5. ...and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the 
Lamb: “Great and marvellous are your deeds, Lord 
God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the 
nations. Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory 
to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will 
come and worship before you, for your righteous acts 
have been revealed.” Revelation 15:3-4.

6. After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great 
multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation 
and glory and power belong to our God, for true and 
just are his judgments. He has condemned the great 
prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. 
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” And 
again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The smoke from her 
goes up for ever and ever.” The twenty-four elders and 
the four living creatures fell down and worshipped God, 
who was seated on the throne. And they cried: “Amen, 
Hallelujah!” Then a voice came from the throne, saying: 
“Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, 
both great and small!” Then I heard what sounded like 
a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and 
like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For 



discussion QUESTIONS
Icebreaker (Choose 1)
• What songs are you most likely to be caught singing in your personal day-to-day activities?
• What song holds a special significance or memory for you? 

Questions For Groups (Choose 2 or 3 questions)
1. What from Sunday’s message had the most impact on you? How were you specifically challenged? 
2. How would you describe worship and its impact in your life? What are some things in your life that may become a 

distraction and get in the way of your worship of God? When you have difficulty worshipping, what do you think 
makes it difficult?

3. Many of us were brought up in churches that followed the traditions handed down to them. Tradition has a great 
deal to do with why we do what we do. How much do you think tradition has influenced your view of worship?

4. “David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with songs and with 
harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums and cymbals.” 2 Samuel 6:5. King David danced in celebration and sang before 
the Lord with all his might. How do you celebrate before God?

5. Worship isn’t about preferences or past experiences. It’s about pleasing God! So how can we change our worship-
ping practices to be more God-focused, than “me” focused?

PRAYER point

action point

Ask God to show you how you can better worship Him.
Pray that we would all come to church each week, prepared to worship and that all would be able to say, “Surely the 
Lord is in this place.”

In what way can you glorify the Lord more in your worship this week? How will you begin to celebrate God alone as 
you worship, still remembering who you are, and reverently keeping in mind who He is?

For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be 
glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has 
come, and his bride has made herself ready. Revelation 
19:1-7
 
Four things we learn about the worship in heaven:

1. Posture
We note three positions of in heaven: standing, sitting, 
and prostrate (lying stretched out on the ground with 
one’s face downwards). The only one seated is God - every 
other being either stands or falls. There is nothing casual 
about their worship. Sometimes we tend to forget Who it 
is that we are worshipping - we seem to have it the wrong 
way around. We’re the ones seated, waiting to be “enter-
tained”, but all of this is for His pleasure, not ours! We 
notice in Revelation that the elders take off their crowns. 
We are not saved into God’s Kingdom by acknowledging 
that we need a saviour, but by acknowledging that He is 
Lord. There is an “exchanging of crowns” and our flesh by 
its very nature revolts against this. We all wear a crown, 
even if it’s just our authority extending over our own lives. 
We need to take off our crowns and lay them before Him. 

2. Preeminence
 “I” is not mentioned once when the Bible speaks of heav-
en, because He is preeminent. Too much of our worship 
focuses around “I”. If we’re looking to heaven as our exam-
ple for worship, we will soon realise that it’s not about us 
(or any other creature), it’s all about God.

3. Performance
Worship is not about performance. The only instru-
ment mentioned in Heaven is the harp, and the worship 
is loud and passionate, but it’s not a performance. The 
instruments and stages we use today should not be about 
performance - they are merely a “plate” on which we offer 
up our worship. We should remember that the devil lost 
his place in heaven because he became impressed with his 
performance. There is a subtle difference between excel-
lence and performance. Let us never confuse excellence 
with performance because God cares nothing for perfor-
mance.

4. Perspective
So many things happen when we genuinely worship God 
- our perspective changes and His perspective comes. 
When we are seated with God in heavenly realms, we 
begin to see things from His perspective. We see the most 
beautiful example of this in 2 Kings 6:17: And Elisha 
prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the 
Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the 
hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
 
Worship brings the presence of God. When we forget 
about ourselves, sort out our posture, and recognise His 
preeminence, then God comes. Can you worship Him? 
Where is your ‘crown’? Still on your head or taken off 
before Him? Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on 
the throne.


