
luke 19:1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was 

passing through. A man was 

there by the name of Zacchaeus; 

he was a chief tax collector and 

was wealthy. He wanted to see 

who Jesus was, but because he 

was short, he could not see over 

the crowd. So he ran ahead and 

climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see 
him since Jesus was coming that 

way.

When Jesus reached the spot, 

he looked up and said to 

him, “Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your 

house today.” So he came down at 

once and welcomed him gladly.

All the people saw this and began 

to mutter, “He has gone to be the 

guest of a sinner.”

But Zacchaeus stood up and said 

to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and 

now I give half of my possessions 

to the poor, and if I have cheated 

anybody out of anything, I will pay 

back four times the amount.”

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 

has come to this house, because 

this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 

For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save the lost.”

NOTE TO LEADERS: 
Sometimes, in the middle of our chaos, we 

lose sight of Jesus. We get so wrapped up in 

what’s going on around us and doing things 

our own way -  trying to fix everything and 
everyone - that it can prevent us from seeing 
Jesus. But when we re-calibrate our sight, 

and focus on Him, he supernaturally changes 

our lives.

Start Talking

1. What stood out to you from 

Sunday’s message?

2. What one word would describe how 

you’d feel about Jesus coming to 

visit your home?

start Thinking

Read the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 

19:1-10

1. Describe Zaccheus’ appearance and 

character.

         a.) Why didn’t people like him?

         b.) Most of us don’t like to admit         

              any prejudice, but the chances  

              are that there are groups  

              of people in society that you  

              avoid befriending based on any  
              number of reasons - culture,  

              socio-economic factors, religion  

              etc. What does Jesus’ example  
              teach us to do?  

2. What is the Holy Spirit challenging 

you with through this passage?

Start Sharing

1. If Jesus came to your house and had 

a heart-to-heart conversation with 
you over lunch, what do you think 
He would encourage you to do? 

2. Jesus showed Zacchaeus God’s 

grace when the crowd muttered 

about him. The impact it had on his 

life was profound. He gives away 
half his possessions in addition 

to paying  4 x what he wrongfully 
took from others. In what ways 

have you seen God’s grace have a 
transforming effect in your own life 

or the life of others? 

3. For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save the lost. Luke 19:10. 

When was the last time that you 

invited someone to a church service 
or life group with you? What was 

their response?

Start Praying

Jesus, you called Zaccheaus by name 

and miraculously transformed his life. 

Please keep our eyes focused on you, 

and our hearts ready and willing to allow 

your transforming grace to work in our 

lives. 

Start Doing

Jesus said, “the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save the lost.”. What one thing 

can you do this week to reach out to 

someone who doesn’t know Jesus?
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gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!” Luke 11:9-13. When we are like Zacchaeus and are 

intentional about looking for Jesus, He always responds in kindness and mercy. 

He hears when we call and responds not because of who we are, but because of 

who He is. We don’t always expect Him to come to our aid, but He’s listening for 
our cries for help, and His response is never too late.

3. Jesus gives us strength and grace to do supernatural things.

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half 
of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will 
pay back four times the amount.” Luke 19:8. Can you imagine the response of the 

people whom Zacchaeus paid back? They must have realised that his encounter 
with Jesus had miraculously changed him. He gives us the grace and energy we 
need to go beyond ourselves. The people in the crowd didn’t realise how much 
Zacchaeus needed Jesus. Sometimes we can feel so alone, unseen. No one really 

knows and understands what anyone of us is facing or going through, but Jesus 

does! And He is a good Father who has the power to adjust, bring change and 

make miracles of our lives. 

Every single one of us needs to make a decision daily: To position ourselves so 
that we can see Jesus, ask Him for help, grace and strength and direction, and to 

trust Him to do what He says He will do!!!

What would have happened if Zaccheus had said “no” when Jesus invited Himself 
to Zacchaeus’s home? Sometimes we allow pride and arrogance to prevent us 
from responding to Jesus when He calls our name. It’s possible not even to realise 
that we need His help and that we can do life so much better when we are doing it 

with Him and with His perspective.

Zacchaeus knew he needed Jesus and allowed Him to change his life. We need to 

position ourselves to see Jesus too. 

TALK
IT OVER

SUMMARY
OF SUNDAY’S MESSAGE

This Sunday, Jax shared a verse of scripture that God gave to her during a very 
busy time: Be still, and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10 (NIV). In The Message 

translation, the same verse reads: Step out of the traffic! Take a long, loving look at 
me, your High God, above politics, above everything. Sometimes, in the middle of 

our chaos, we lose sight of Jesus. But when we re-calibrate our sight and focus on 

Him, it changes our lives.

In Luke 19:1-10 is the story of Zacchaeus, who tried to spot Jesus in the middle of 

a busy crowd, and it had a huge impact on him…

Jesus was passing through Jericho and Zacchaeus, a wealthy tax collector, who 
had probably heard of Jesus, tried to catch a glimpse of Him. Zacchaeus had a 

problem though. He was short and could not see over the crowd who had also 
come to see Jesus. Zacchaeus’s curiosity gets the better of him, and he climbs a 

sycamore-fig tree to try and catch a glimpse of Jesus as He passes through. 

Jesus spots Zacchaeus and calls out to him. What a surprise Zacchaeus must’ve 
got! Not only did Jesus spot him up in the tree, but He also calls him by name 

and invites himself to his house. Zacchaeus gets down immediately and 
welcomes him gladly. If only our response when Jesus speaks to us was always 

immediate and glad!

The crowd who see this are not happy and begin to mutter, “He has gone to be 
the guest of a sinner.” Jesus is about to transform Zacchaeus’ life totally, and yet 
the people around him are muttering and complaining. Sometimes it’s possible 

for us to miss out on the wonder of what God is doing because we are caught up 

with our own sense of right and wrong, or we have become critical or cynical.

His encounter with Jesus totally transforms Zacchaeus. He gives half his posses-

sions away to the poor and commits to paying back anybody he has cheated four 

times the amount. Jesus responds by saying: “Today salvation has come to this 
house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.”

Three things we can learn about Jesus from this story:

1. Sometimes we need to re-position ourselves so that we can see 

Jesus.

It’s possible to be near to  Jesus and yet not be able to see Him. Zacchaeus was so 

close, but because he was short and in a big crowd, he couldn’t see Jesus. Some-

times, through things like illness or tragedy, we find ourselves in a new position, 
and we suddenly see Jesus with fresh eyes. But other times, we might need to 

make an effort to change our position - we might need to ‘climb a tree’. We may 

need to change how we are spending our time or who we are spending most of 

our time with. Zaccheus could easily have used the crowds, or his height as an ex-

cuse for not being able to see Jesus. We can’t allow circumstances or weakness to 

get in the way of our view. We need to position ourselves to be able to see Jesus. 

2. Jesus always responds when we look for Him. 

Come near to God, and he will come near to you. James 4:8. Just like being in the 

crowd in the story of Zaccheus, it’s so easy to think that Jesus only responds to 

the ‘good’ people or the ‘faith-filled’ people. In our heads, we know that’s not 
true, but when it comes to the crunch, we sometimes doubt that we are really that 

important to God.

“So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 

finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.“ Which of you fathers, 
if your son asks for[a] a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, 
will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 


