
1 PETER 4:7-11

7 The end of all things is near. 
Therefore be alert and of sober mind 
so that you may pray. 8 Above all, 
love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer 
hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. 10 Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 
If anyone speaks, they should do so 
as one who speaks the very words of 
God. If anyone serves, they should do 
so with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power for ever and ever. 
Amen.

NOTE TO LEADERS: 
This Sunday, Peter Rasmussen shared 
a challenging message around having 
an eternal perspective. 1 Peter 4:7 says: 
The end of all things is near. Therefore 
be alert and of sober mind so that you 
may pray. In this verse lies the key to 
becoming an overcomer no matter what 
circumstances you face.

Start Talking

1. Do you have any reflections, 
questions, or comments from 
Sunday’s message?

2. What is one worship song or lyric 
that has really spoken to your heart 
lately?

start Thinking

1. How often do you think about 
Christ’s return? Does the reality 
of Christ’s return motivate you to 
live with a ‘rapture’ mentality or a 
heavenly perspective?  

2. Peter speaks of putting our spiritual 
gifts into practice so that we can 
serve others (1 Peter 4:10-11). In 
what ways do you think God has 
gifted you for service? How can 
you serve in such a way that God 
receives the glory and not you? (1 
Peter 4:11). 

Start Sharing

1. Offer hospitality to one another 
without grumbling. 1 Peter 4:9. 
Hospitality literally means an active 
love for others. Would you describe 
yourself as hospitable? How do 
show hospitality to others? What is 
something that you can do to show 
hospitality “without grumbling”? 
 

2. On Sunday morning, Peter 
Rasmussen spoke about how a 
“wall of issues can overwhelm us”. 
Are you currently feeling that way? 
How are you going to practically go 
about changing your perspective 
following Peter’s message on 

Sunday morning? 

Start Praying

Lord Jesus, help us to love one another 
dearly, to open our homes and hearts to 
others, and to serve one another in love. 
In all this, may you be glorified.

Start Doing

In our passage of scripture this week, 
Peter is calling us to live very different 
lives than the world around us. Peter 
Rasmussen encouraged us to have an 
eternal perspective when it comes to 
loving one another, opening our homes, 
and using our spiritual gifts to build up 
and bless others for the glory of God. 
Take time this week to pray and ask God 
to give you an opportunity to grow in 
these areas:
• Loving others
• Opening your home
• Discovering and using your spiritual 

gifts 
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4. Raised
“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.” Colossians 3:1. We’re raised; therefore, 
our perspective is raised. 

VANTAGE POINT
When our perspective changes, our:
• pain becomes promises
• pressure becomes perspective
• lack becomes provision
It’s the same issues, but we’re seeing things from a heavenly perspective; giving 
us a completely different view of life.

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though 
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:16-17. We regard no-one from a nat-
ural perspective alone because we are spiritual beings that belong to Him, seated 
in heavenly places. Our circumstances must be viewed from a heavenly vantage 
point. The book of Revelation keeps drawing our sight to heaven. 

A Church “under pressure” needs to have a perspective that is from heaven. 
It’s not that we stand here with our eyes and heart focused on heaven. We are 
spiritually in heaven already and focussed back on here and now. That makes us 
a prophetic people. We see with God’s eyes which dominates our lives and our 
perspective. 

HOW DO YOU SEE THE WORLD?
Peter continues to speak about how we ought to live in the light of this perspec-
tive change:

Relationships
“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of 
sins”. 1 Peter 4:8. When our perspective is changed, it changes our relationships 
with others. We don’t view others as people who must help us, but see our lives as 
pouring out love, serving others. 

Our homes
“Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.” 1 Peter 4:9. Our homes are 
tools: 
• For mission. “And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did 

not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.” Acts 5:42.
• For discipleship. “And day by day, attending the temple together and break-

ing bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous 
hearts,” Acts 2:46.

With a heavenly perspective, don’t selfishly hold on to your home and keep it just 
for yourself. 

Our gifts
We serve with our gifts and talents differently. “As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace:” 1 Peter 4:10. Our gifts 
and abilities are not here to advance us and make us a success but rather to serve 
others. 
When we view things in the natural, we sometimes get offended when the Church 
doesn’t use our gifts. But when we have a heavenly perspective, we know that God 
makes plans for us and no one can stand in His way. “A man’s gift makes room for 
him and brings him before the great.” Proverbs 18:16.

In closing, what do you see?
• A Church under pressure or a glorious bride?
• Your problems or a Godly plan?
• Your life and issues or a reason to worship?
Perspective is everything. 

TALK
IT OVER

SUMMARY
OF SUNDAY’S MESSAGE

In the 5th week of our current series, Under Pressure, Peter Rasmussen shared a 
message around having an eternal view when under pressure. 1 Peter 4:7 says: 
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may 
pray. In this verse lies the key to living an ‘overcoming’ life, the key to making you 
an overcomer no matter what circumstances you face.

There are two possible interpretations of verse 7:
• What Peter meant. 
• What God may want to say through the passage.
It is clear that Peter and the other disciples thought the end of all things was 
imminent. However, history has proved that this wasn’t the case. For 2000 years 
since then, man has been trying to predict the end of the world. If we ask the 
question, “What is God saying to us through the passage?”; then we realise that 
it’s more about living from a position than for a time. 

If we live with a ‘rapture’ mentality, i.e. with an imminent end upon us, it produc-
es:

‘LET’S GET OUT OF’ HERE VIEW
1. A siege mentality
A very prevalent view in the modern Church is that the world is against us, and we 
need to stand against it. When we see ourselves under attack, we end up reacting 
to our environment. The result is often a Church that is seen as dogmatic, out of 
step with the world, and ungracious. 

2. An approach of fear
When you only see what you see, then faith is far from you and fear drives the 
agenda (because what you see drives the agenda). You have to learn to see 
through what you see. If you only see with natural eyes, you will live with fear. 
This is particularly challenging in this nation where fear dominates so much of 
our natural sight. 

BUILD A WALL OF ISSUES
We have a wall of issues: pain, lack, pressure, etc. Your perspective of your life can 
dominate you, i.e. the wall of issues. But our perspective should be eternal. This is 
why our position in Christ is important. 

OUR POSITION IN CHRIST
This is not something we are striving for; it’s something we already have!  

1. Inheritance 
It’s not a future inheritance we get one day when we get to heaven. The problem 
with the prodigal son was not his demand for his inheritance, but that he didn’t 
know he had it already. Romans 8:16-17 tells us: “The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him.” We have a heavenly inheritance now. 

2. Seated
We are already seated with Him in heavenly places:“But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus” Ephesians 2:4-6 . Not one day, right now! 

3. Equality
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men.” Philippians 2:5-7. We have equality with Christ - it’s mind-blowing! 
Sometimes we are overwhelmed because we have no perspective of who we are. 
Our position in Christ sets the tone for who we are when we face difficulty. 


